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A. GENERAL 

 

Owner: Pacific Offshore Pipeline Company, a California corporation and wholly owned subsidiary of 

Exxon Mobil Corporation Sable Offshore Corporation (Sable), is the currently listed sole owner of 

the POPCO facilities. 
 
Operator: Pacific Offshore Pipeline Company and ExxonMobil Production Company (“ExxonMobil”), a 

division of Exxon Mobil Corporation, are the approved operators of the facilities.  ExxonMobil 

has day-to-day operational responsibilities under a Continuing Services Agreement with POPCO. 

Sable is the currently listed Operator of the facility.  
 
Guarantor: Pacific Offshore Pipeline Company Sable is the currently listed Guarantor for the facilities. 

(Adopted July 2, 2003, pursuant to Sec. 25B-4 of the Santa Barbara County Code.) 

 

 

A-1. Project Description 
 

 This Final Development Plan, 93-FDP-015 as revised on August 25, 1999 (RV01), July 25, 2001 (RV02) and 

June 17, 2002 (AM03) and Conditional Use Permit (CUP) approval, 74-CP-11 RV1 (collectively referred to as 

the "FDP"), is based upon and limited to the project described in the FDP application including subsequent 

approved modifications, the EIR project description including subsequent additions, CEQA analysis and 

current conditions of approval as set forth below.  This FDP supersedes the previous permits as listed in 

condition A-19 of this permit. 

 

 In summary, the project description is as follows (see 94-EIR-002, application 93-FDP-015 and 93-FDP-

015(RV01) for a complete project description): 

 

 • Expansion of the existing POPCO gas processing facility to enable the processing of an annual 

average inlet (raw) gas rate of 75 MMSCFD and a daily maximum of 75 MMSCFD inlet (raw) gas on 

any given day. At no point over the course of the day may more than 80 MMSCFD of gas be 

processed through the gas plant. In addition, the maximum daily rate of 80 MMSCFD is 

allowed only under the existing facility configuration as of May 2002 (i.e., pre-Process Synergy 

configuration). Upon commencement of the Process Synergy Project, the maximum daily rate 

reverts to 75 MMSCFD. 

 

 The expansion shall be accomplished as follows: 

 

 • Addition of a liquid oxygen system including a storage tank (LOX system) to the Sulfur Recovery 

Unit; 

 

 • Addition of twenty-four additional pieces of equipment to the facility (listed in Attachment D to the 

October 5, 1994 staff report for the expansion project);  

 

 • Changing the solvent used in the sour gas treating process if hydrogen sulfide (H2S) concentrations 

approach the design basis of the plant.   

 

 In order to accommodate the gas plant expansion, the volume of sour gas transported to POPCO's gas 

processing facility via the 12" offshore-to-onshore pipeline will increase.  The pipeline is limited to a physical 

design capacity of 90 MMSCFD.  With the expansion, the pipeline could transport up to 75 MMSCFD of sour 

gas for processing at POPCO on a stream-day basis, plus 15 MMSCFD of sour gas to Exxon's the Stripping 

Gas Treating Plant, via the existing sour gas interconnect pipeline, for a total throughput of 90 MMSCFD.  

 

 POPCO shall obtain a new or modified permit, or substantial conformity determination prior to undertaking any 

of the following activities which may, in the judgment of the County, result in significant changes to the 

impacts of the project evaluated by the County:  1) pipeline or plant modifications; 2) changes in pipeline 



POPCO Gas Plant Expansion (93-FDP-015/74-CP-11RV1/93-DPF-015 (RV01), 93-FDP-015 (RV02), 93-FDP-015(AM03)) 

Final Permit Conditions - November 2, 1994 

Revised June 17, 2002 February 25, 2025  

 

 

 

 

 

 - 2 - 

throughput; and, 3) introduction of gas, raw or treated, to the pipeline or processing plant from sources other 

than the Santa Ynez Unit. 

 

 The project description for the Process Synergy Project is revised as follows (see 00-ND-25, application 

93-FDP-15 (RV02) for a complete project description): 

  

• Processing of SYU acid gas at POPCO Sulfur Recovery Unit. 

• New acid gas piping from SYU to POPCO Sulfur Recovery Unit. 

• New bypass line around POPCO Sulfur Recovery Unit. 

• Processing of POPCO Tail Gas at SYU Tail Gas Cleanup Unit. 

• New tail gas piping from POPCO to SYU Flexsorb Tail Gas Cleanup Unit. 

• Removal of POPCO Stretford Tail Gas Cleanup Unit from service.  

• Decommissioning of two POPCO process steam boilers. 

• New steam and steam condensate piping between POPCO and SYU Cogeneration Plant. 

• New byproduct hydrocarbon gas piping from POPCO to SYU recovery system 

• Routing of POPCO wastewater to SYU wastewater treating system. 

(Modified July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-015 (RV02)) 

 

A-2. Grounds for Permit Modification or Revocation 
 

 Failure to abide by and faithfully comply with any conditions for the granting of this permit shall constitute 

grounds for the modification or revocation of this permit. 

 

A-3. Court Costs 
 

 POPCO agrees as a condition of the issuance and use of this permit to defend at its sole expense any action 

brought against the County by a third party challenging either its decision to issue this permit or the manner in 

which the County is interpreting or enforcing the conditions of the permit.  POPCO shall reimburse the County 

for any court costs and attorneys fees which the County may be required by a court to pay as a result of such 

action where POPCO defended or had control of the defense of the suit.  County may, at its sole discretion, 

participate in the defense of any such action, but such participation shall not relieve POPCO of its obligation 

under this condition.  

 

A-4. Cost of Implementing and Enforcing Conditions 
 

 The County's permit compliance program for oil and gas projects requires each permit holder to fund County 

monitoring of each permit holder's compliance efforts.  This condition, along with Condition C-1, shall serve as 

implementation of the EIR Mitigation Monitoring Program in 94-EIR-002 for 93-FDP-015 and 74-CP-11RV1.  

POPCO agrees to participate in this permit compliance program and to fund all reasonable expenses incurred 

by the County and/or County contractors for permit condition implementation, reasonable studies, and 

emergency response directly and necessarily related to monitoring and enforcement of these permit conditions 

and applicable County ordinances.  POPCO shall provide a deposit for these expenses and shall reimburse 

County within 30 days of invoicing by County. 

 

A-5. Failure To Comply 
 

 In the event that POPCO fails to comply with any order of the Santa Barbara County Administrator or the 

Board of Supervisors issued hereunder or any injunction of the Superior Court, it shall be liable for a civil 

penalty for each violation to the extent imposition of such civil penalty is authorized by applicable laws, rules, 

or regulations. 
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 Said civil penalty shall be in addition to POPCO's obligation, if any, to reimburse the County of Santa Barbara 

(and others) for actual damages suffered as a result of POPCO's failure to abide by the conditions of this permit 

or by the orders of the County Administrator, the Board of Supervisors, or any court of competent jurisdiction.  

 

A-6. Access to Records and Facilities 
 

 As to any condition which requires for its effective enforcement the inspection of records or facilities by 

County or its agent, POPCO will make such records available or provide access to such facilities upon 

reasonable notice from County.  County agrees to keep such information confidential where permitted by law 

and requested by POPCO in writing.   

 

A-7. Compliance With Final Development Plan Conditions 
 

 The procedures, operating techniques, design, equipment and other descriptions (hereinafter procedures) 

described by POPCO in:  (1) its FDP application to the County 93-FDP-015\74-CP-11RV1, and in subsequent 

clarifications and additions to that application;  (2) this Final Development Plan 93-FDP-015 and Conditional 

Use Permit 74-CP-11RV1; and (3) as described in 94-EIR-002 (including the existing POPCO facility project 

description) and any subsequent environmental review, are incorporated herein as permit conditions and shall 

be required elements of the project.  Since these procedures were part of the project description which received 

environmental analysis, a failure to include such procedures in the actual project could result in significant 

unanticipated environmental impacts.  Deviations from the project description, environmental review or 

conditions of approval may require further environmental review and a modification to 93-FDP-015 and/or 74-

CP-011RV1.  Therefore, modifications of these procedures will not be permitted without a determination of 

substantial conformity or a new or modified permit.  The use of the property and the size, shape, arrangement 

and location of buildings, structures and landscaped areas shall be in substantial conformity with the approved 

Final Development Plan 93-FDP-015 and Conditional Use Permit 74-CP-11RV1 and approved modifications 

to it. 

 

A-8. Authority For Curtailment 
 

 In addition to the authority to enforce and secure compliance with the provisions of this permit under the 

Article III Santa Barbara County Zoning Ordinance, the County Administrator, or in his/her absence a 

designated appointee, may order that curtailment of activities is required to protect the public health and safety.  

Said action may include, but is not limited to, ordering temporary, partial or total facility shutdown. 

 

 Such an order shall be made only in the event that the County Administrator has reasonable and probable cause 

to believe that continued unrestrained activities of permittee will likely result in or threaten to result in danger to 

public health, welfare, or safety, or in the environment and provided such activities can be expected to continue 

or recur unless operations are in whole or in part shut down or reduced pending the necessary corrections. 

 

 Before issuing any curtailment order, the County Administrator shall set a time for hearing and shall give 

written notice of the time and place of the hearing and of the alleged threatening activities or violations.  Such 

notice shall be received by the person in charge of the operation of the facility at least 24 hours before the 

hearing at which time there will be an opportunity for all concerned parties to present evidence regarding the 

alleged violations.  The notice may be served in person or by certified mail. 

 

 In the event the County Administrator determines that there is an imminent danger to the public health and 

safety resulting from violations, he/she may summarily order the necessary curtailment of activities without 

hearing and such order shall be obeyed upon notice of same, whether written or oral.  At the same time that 

notice of the order is conveyed, the County Administrator shall set a date, time and place for a noticed public 

hearing and review of said order as soon as possible which date shall be no later than 48 hours after such order 

is issued or served.  Said hearing shall be conducted in the same manner as a hearing on prior notice.  After 

such hearing, the County Administrator may modify, revoke, or retain the emergency curtailment order. 
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 Any order of the County Administrator may be appealed to the Board of Supervisors within three working days 

after such order is made. 

 

 If such appeal is not filed with the Board of Supervisors, the County Administrator's order becomes final.  If 

there is an appeal, the order of the County Administrator shall remain in full force and effect until action is 

taken by the Board of Supervisors.  The decision of the Board of Supervisors shall be a final Administrative 

Action.  Such decision shall not preclude POPCO from seeking judicial relief. 

 

 Once POPCO has shown that the conditions of violation no longer exist and are not reasonably likely to recur, 

the County Administrator shall modify the curtailment order at a public hearing, giving 24 hours notice to all 

parties, to account for such compliance and shall entirely dissolve the order when it is shown that all of the 

violations have been corrected and are not likely to recur. 

 

A-9. Conditions Separately Remain In Force 
 

 In the event that any condition contained herein is determined to be invalid, then all remaining conditions shall 

remain in force. 

 

A-10. Conflicts Between Conditions 
 

 In the event that any condition contained herein is determined to be in conflict with any other condition 

contained herein, then where principles of law do not provide to the contrary, the condition most protective of 

public health and safety and of natural environmental resources shall prevail to the extent feasible. 

 

A-11. Submittal of As Built Drawings 
 

 Within one year after initial start-up of the expanded gas plant, POPCO shall submit as-built drawings of the 

entire facility to County.  POPCO shall submit as many sets of drawings (up to ten sets) as requested by the 

Planning and Development Department. 

  

 POPCO shall submit as-built Piping and Instrumentation Diagrams (P&IDs) to the County Planning 

& Development Department, Building & Safety Division, within 90 days of Synergy Project start-up.  

(Modified July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-015 (RV02)) 

 

A-12. Owner and Operator Liability 
 

 The owner and the operator of the facility shall be jointly and severally liable without regard to fault for all 

legally compensable damages or injuries suffered by any property or person that result from or arise out of any 

gas, water spillage, fire, explosion, odor, or air pollution, in any way involving oil or gas or the impurities 

contained therein or removed therefrom and which arises out of construction or operation of POPCO's the 

project facilities.  For the purpose of this condition, the "facility" shall be deemed to include all facilities 

described and approved pursuant to 93-FDP-015 and 74-CP-11RV1 and any subsequent, approved revisions. 

 

 This condition shall not inure to the benefit of any of the owners of the facility, including the United States 

Government.  This declaration of strict liability and the limitations upon it shall be governed by the applicable 

law of California on strict liability.  POPCO shall indemnify, defend and hold harmless the County, its officers, 

agents, and employees, from any and all claims, demands, costs, expenses, including attorneys fees, judgments 

or liabilities arising out of the location of the facility. 

 

A-13. Injunctive Relief 
 

 In addition to any administrative remedies or enforcement provided hereunder, the County may seek and obtain 

temporary, preliminary, and permanent injunctive relief to prohibit violation of the conditions set forth herein or 
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to mandate compliance with the conditions herein.  All remedies and enforcement procedures set forth herein 

shall be in addition to any other legal or equitable remedies provided by law. 

 

A-14. Permit Violations 
 

 Any person, firm or corporation, whether as a principal, agent, employee, or otherwise, found to be in violation 

of any provisions or conditions of this ordinance or permits, shall be punishable as set forth in the applicable 

section of the Article III Zoning Ordinances of the Santa Barbara County Code. 

 

 Each and every day during any portion of which any violation of this Article or the rules, regulations, orders, or 

permits issued thereunder, is committed, continued, or permitted by such person, firm or corporation shall be 

deemed a separate and distinct offense. 

 

A-15. Authority To Change Responsible Agency 
 

 The Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors shall have the authority, in a noticed public hearing, to specify 

or change the Santa Barbara County Department responsible for any conditions contained herein. 

 

A-16. Alternative Mitigation If Condition Invalidated 
 

 In the event that any condition imposing a fee, exaction, dedication or other mitigation measure is challenged 

by the project sponsors in an action filed in a court of law or threatened to be filed therein which action is 

brought in the time period provided for by Code of Civil Procedures Section 1094.6 or other applicable law, 

this approval shall be suspended pending dismissal of such action, the expiration of the limitation period 

applicable to such action, or final resolution of such action.  If any condition is invalidated by a court of law, the 

entire project shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission and no approval shall be issued unless substitute 

feasible mitigation conditions/measures are imposed. 

 

A-17. "POPCO" Definition 
 

 The term "POPCO" shall be understood to apply to the Pacific Offshore Pipeline Company of California dba 

POPCO and/or any other owner or operator of these permitted facilities unless such a meaning would be 

inappropriate. 

 

A-18. Subsequent Additional Mitigation 
 

 All plans, procedures, programs, demonstrations, letters of commitment, as detailed in the Final EIR and 

subsequent modifications of this permit, including supplemental environmental documents, and the above 

referenced plans, programs, procedures, demonstrations, realignments and letters prepared pursuant to this 

permit are incorporated herein and have the force and effect of a permit condition.  The remedies available to 

the County upon applicants failure to comply with such plans, procedures, etc. include but are not limited to 

those remedies which are available to the County upon POPCO's failure to comply with a permit condition. 

 

A-19. Previous Permits Superseded 
 

 POPCO agrees in accepting the Land Use Permit or any other authorization to proceed with construction under 

this Final Development Plan (93-FDP-015) for the POPCO Gas Plant Expansion, that the following previously 

issued permits are hereby superseded by this 93-FDP-015.  These permits are:  Ordinance 2686 (74-RZ-001); 

74-CP-31; Phase I Precise Plan (75-DP-27); Phase II Precise Plan (79-DP-23); and, 88-DP-11. 
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A-20. Final Development Plan and Conditional Use Permit Approval Expiration 
 

 Approval of the Final Development Plan and Conditional Use Permit shall expire five (5) years after approval 

by the Planning Commission, or Board of Supervisors, unless prior to the expiration date, substantial physical 

construction has been completed on the development or a time extension has been applied for by the applicant.  

The Planning Commission or Board of Supervisors may, upon good cause shown, grant a time extension for 

one year. 

 

A-21. Applicability of Conditions To Construction and Operations 
 

 These permit conditions are intended to apply to POPCO during the construction, operation and abandonment 

of the permitted facilities.  The term "operations" shall be understood to encompass both construction and 

operation phases unless such an interpretation would be clearly inconsistent with the meaning and intent of the 

particular permit condition. 

 

A-22. Future User Compliance 
 

 Any future user, owner, or operator (hereinafter "user") of POPCO's Las Flores Canyon facilities shall be 

required to demonstrate to County's satisfaction that the significant impacts to the County caused by the 

construction, installation or operation of any of the future user's project facilities have been and will be fully 

mitigated to the extent feasible. 

 

 Prior to its execution, POPCO shall submit to Planning and Development a copy of any proposed agreement 

with potential future users of the facilities.  Planning and Development shall review the proposed agreement to 

determine that it includes adequate provisions to require the user's compliance with the permit conditions.  Such 

proposed agreement or portions of it may be withheld from public review as a confidential document upon 

written request and justification from POPCO. 

 

 Prior to using POPCO's facilities, each future user must receive from the Planning Commission a determination 

of substantial conformity with all relevant procedures and permit conditions applicable to POPCO's facilities.  

For this determination the Planning Commission must be able to make a finding that the significant impacts to 

the County caused by construction, installation, operation or use of any project facilities by each future user 

have been and will be fully mitigated to the maximum extent feasible, as recommended by the original POPCO 

project EIS/EIR, 94-EIR-002, or any appropriate supplemental environmental document. 

 

A-23. Throughput Limitations 
 

 The POPCO gas processing facility shall be limited to the following processing limitations: 

 

 a. A maximum inlet rate of 80 MMSCFD of sour gas containing a maximum of 7000 ppm (0.7%) H2S 

to be processed on any given day;  

 

 b. A maximum inlet rate of 60 MMSCFD of sour gas containing a maximum of 20,000 ppm (2.00%) 

H2S to be processed on any given day;  

 

 c. Maximum production of 60 long tons on any given day of molten sulfur;  

 

 d. A maximum processing of 75 MMSCFD of inlet (raw) gas on an annual average basis (calendar day). 

 

 The offshore-to-onshore sour gas pipeline shall be limited to a maximum throughput of 90 MMSCFD; 75 

MMSCFD of sour gas to be processed at POPCO's facility and 15 MMSCFD of sour gas to be transported to 

Exxon's the Stripping Gas Treating Plant via the sour gas interconnect.  (Modified August 25, 1999, 03-DPF-
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015RV01; July 25, 2001, 93-FDP-15RV02; June 17, 2002, 93-DP015-AM03; October 20, 2003, 93-DP015-

AM04). 

 

B. PERMIT REVIEW 

B-1. Construction Review by SSRRC 
 

 Prior to issuance of land use permits, for the Expansion project and for subsequent modifications to its gas 

processing facility, POPCO shall submit to the Planning and Development Department and to the System 

Safety and Reliability Review Committee (established by Condition P-1) relevant construction plans, 

engineering drawings and supporting text demonstrating compliance with the relevant conditions of this permit.  

Land use permits shall not be issued until County has reviewed and approved the appropriate submittal, 

consistent with the SSRRC review specified in Conditions P-1 and P-2.  Within 15 days of submittal, County 

shall deem the submittal complete, or incomplete and provide a list of deficiencies.  Within 15 days of deeming 

the submittal complete, County shall give written notice of approval of construction plans, or indicate in writing 

conditions which have not been met, or notify the permittee that the SSRRC review shall be completed within a 

period of time specified by the SSRRC, based on sound engineering practices.  When such conditions have 

been met, land use permits may be issued.  The SSRRC may require post-construction inspections or review of 

as-built drawings, as necessary to confirm consistency with the approved submittals. 

 

B-2. Condition Effectiveness Review and Imposition of New Conditions 
 

 If at any time County determines that these permit conditions are inadequate to effectively mitigate significant 

environmental impacts caused by or potentially caused by the project, or that recent proven technological 

advances could provide substantial additional mitigation, then additional reasonable conditions shall be 

imposed by the Planning Commission to further mitigate these impacts.  Imposition of such conditions shall 

only be considered and imposed as part of a comprehensive review of the project conditions.  The County shall 

conduct a comprehensive review of the project conditions and consider adding reasonable conditions which 

incorporate proven technological advances three years after permit issuance and at appropriate intervals 

thereafter.  The County may also conduct a comprehensive review of conditions which are not effectively 

mitigating or will not effectively mitigate impacts at any appropriate time and, based upon that review, impose 

additional reasonable conditions to effectively mitigate such impacts.  Upon appeal and written request of 

POPCO to the Board of Supervisors, the Board of Supervisors shall determine whether the new condition 

required is reasonable considering the economic burdens imposed and environmental benefits to be derived. 

 

B-3. Condition Scheduling Conflicts 
 

 In the event that scheduling requirements among or between conditions in this permit (or with this permit and 

conditions imposed by other agencies) conflict with respect to timing, the Planning & Development 

Department (in consultation with other departments and agencies as appropriate) shall resolve such conflict. 

 

B-4. Authority to Begin Construction 
 

 Prior to commencing any construction activities associated with this FDP in Santa Barbara County, POPCO the 

permittee shall obtain a letter from the Director of Planning & Development indicating that all conditions which 

require approval prior to construction, as specified by this Final Development Plan, have been satisfied. 

 

B-5. Authority to Begin Operations 
 

 After construction and prior to start-up, POPCO shall obtain a letter from the Director of Planning & 

Development indicating that all conditions which require approval prior to start-up, as specified by this Final 

Development Plan, have been satisfied.  Start-up, for purposes of this condition, is defined as the introduction 

of oxygen into the sulfur plant. 
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C. MANAGEMENT AND MONITORING 

C-1. Environmental Quality Assurance Program 
 

 POPCO shall obtain Planning and Development Department (P&D) approval of an Environmental Quality 

Assurance Program (EQAP) prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit for the expansion project.  This EQAP 

shall encompass construction and operations of the POPCO facilities, and shall describe the steps POPCO will 

take to assure compliance with these conditions.  The EQAP is intended to provide a monitoring and reporting 

framework for compliance with all conditions, programs and plans specified by these conditions.  As such, it 

will become a comprehensive reference document for the County, other agencies, and the public regarding the 

POPCO project.   

 

 The EQAP shall include: 

 

 a. all plans, as specified by these conditions, relevant to construction and operation of the permitted 

facilities.  If separate plans exist, they may be referenced rather than physically included in the EQAP 

submittal; 

 

 b. provisions for an onsite environmental coordinator(s) with overall responsibility for monitoring 

POPCO's compliance with the environmental conditions of this permit.  These coordinators shall be 

under contract to the County and funded by POPCO; 

 

 c. provisions for ensuring contractor knowledge of and compliance with these conditions; 

 

 d. provisions for the submittal to P&D of monthly reports throughout construction and annual summary 

reports during operations unless more frequent reporting is deemed necessary by P&D.  Upon receipt 

of compliance reports, P&D shall advise POPCO of what additional compliance items require 

reporting prior to the next report.  These reports shall describe: 

 

  1. Project status, including but not necessarily limited to: 

 

   i.  extent to which construction has been completed, 

   ii.  the origins of the construction labor force 

   iii.  the rate of production/throughput during operation, 

   iv.  environmental planning and implementation efforts, and 

   v.  any revised time schedules or timetables of construction and/or operation 

that will occur in the next one-year period. 

 

  2. Permit condition compliance, including but not necessarily limited to the results of the 

specific mitigation requirements identified in these conditions and compliance plans. 

  3. Results and analyses of all data collection efforts being conducted by POPCO pursuant to 

these permit conditions. 

 

C-2. 24-Hour Emergency Contact 
 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall provide to Planning and Development, the Office of 

Emergency Services and the Fire Department the current name and position, title, address, and 24-hour 

telephone numbers of the person in charge of the facility, person in charge of construction, and other 

representatives who shall receive all orders and notices, as well as all communications regarding matters of 

condition and permit compliance at the site and who shall have authority to implement a facility shutdown 

pursuant to Condition A-8(Administrative correction from A-14 reference to A-8 made July 1, 1996) in this 

Final Development Plan or other County ordinances. 
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 There shall always be such a contact person(s) designated by the permittee.  One contact person shall be 

available 24 hours a day in order to respond to inquiries received from the County, or from anyone in case of an 

emergency. 

 

 If the address or telephone number of POPCO's agent should change, or the responsibility be assigned to 

another person or position, POPCO shall provide to Planning and Development the new information within 24 

hours of the effective date of such change. 

 

C-3. POPCO To Provide Copies of Permits to P&D 
 

 POPCO shall furnish to Planning and Development copies of all local, state, and federal permits relative to the 

gas processing facility within 30 days of receipt by POPCO.   

 

C-4. Capacity and Throughput Reports 
 

 POPCO shall report to Planning and Development the source(s), volumes, rates, and, where applicable, the 

H2S concentration of:  (1) inlet gas transported to the gas plant via the 12-inch offshore-to-onshore 

pipeline; (2) gas processed at the gas plant; (3) gas transported to Exxon's the Stripping Gas Treating Plant 

via the sour gas interconnect pipeline; and, (4) treated gas transmitted to for sales to the Gas Company.  In 

addition, POPCO shall report the volumes, number of truck trips, and source/destination of trucks 

transporting: (5) natural gas liquids (NGLs); (6) molten sulfur; and (7) liquid oxygen (LOX).  Reports shall 

be made on at least a monthly and annual basis and supporting documentation will be provided upon 

request from Planning and Development.  

 

D. FACILITY DESIGN 

D-1. Drainage 
 

 An escape path shall be incorporated in the road along the easterly side of the project site so that any surplus 

water not accommodated by the culvert will have a means of escape without running through the project area.  

The escape path shall be designed for 50 percent of the 100 year flow. 

 

D-2. Storage of Equipment and Materials 
 

 Permanent open storage of equipment and materials shall be screened from public view.  No above-ground 

storage structures shall be built/installed without the issuance of a corresponding land use permit. 

 

D-3. Energy Conservation Measures 
 

 Throughout the project life, as equipment is added or replaced, cost-effective energy conservation techniques 

shall be incorporated into project design. 

 

D-4. Water Conservation Measures 
 

 The design of all new and/or modified onsite facilities shall incorporate the use of cost-effective water-

conserving fixtures. 

 

D-5. Flaring Report 
 

 If any emergency flaring occurs during start-up or operations of the expanded gas plant, POPCO shall submit to 

APCD and Planning and Development within seven (7) working days a report describing the reasons for flaring 

and corrective measures taken to be approved by APCD, in coordination with Planning and Development. 
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D-6. Solid Waste Disposal 
 

 Solid waste generated on the site shall be transported to a County-approved landfill. 

 

E. AIR QUALITY 

 

E-1. Statement of Scope 
 

 Nothing contained herein shall be construed to permit a violation of any applicable air pollution law, rule, or 

regulation. 

 

E-2. Authority To Construct 
 

 Prior to initiation of construction, including grading, of any facilities approved pursuant to this Final 

Development Plan, POPCO shall obtain an Authority to Construct permit from the County Air Pollution 

Control District. 

 

E-3. Construction Plan 
 

 Prior to the issuance of the land use permit, POPCO shall submit to the Planning and Development Department 

a plan, approved by the Air Pollution Control District (APCD), which includes the following measures: 

 

 a. During grading, earth moving, excavation, and transportation of cut or fill materials, water trucks or 

sprinkler systems are to be used in sufficient quantities to prevent dust form leaving the site and to 

create a crust after each day's activities cease.  At a minimum, this would include wetting down such 

areas in the late morning and after work is completed for the day and whenever wind exceeds 15 miles 

per hour.  Reclaimed water shall be used whenever possible. (Modified on July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-

015 (RV02)) 

 

 b. After clearing, grading, earth moving, or excavation is completed, the entire section of disturbed soil 

shall be treated immediately by watering or revegetating or spreading soil binders to minimize dust 

generated on the site from leaving the site until the area is paved or otherwise restored to its previous 

state. 

 

 c. During construction, water trucks or sprinkler systems are to be used as appropriate to keep all areas 

of vehicle movement damp enough to prevent dust from leaving the site.  At a minimum, this will 

include wetting down such areas in the late morning and after work is completed for the day.  

Increased watering frequency will be required whenever the wind speed exceeds 15 mph. 

 

 d. Any soil stockpiled for more than two days shall be covered, kept moist, or treated with soil binders to 

prevent dust generation. 

 

 e. To reduce emissions of NOx and CO, construction equipment engines shall be inspected and properly 

maintained. 

 

 f. To reduce emissions of sulfur dioxide and PM10, low sulfur diesel fuel (not more than 0.2 weight 

percent sulfur) shall be used. 

 

 g. Electric equipment is recommended whenever feasible. 

 

 h. POPCO shall instruct construction personnel to carpool to the extent feasible. 
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 i. Materials delivery to the site shall be coordinated to consolidate deliveries. Construction and delivery 

schedules shall be maintained and updated every week.  These updated schedules shall be provided to 

the Planning and Development Department weekly. 

 

 j. POPCO shall designate a person or persons to monitor the dust control program and to order increased 

watering as necessary, to prevent transport of dust off-site.  The monitor shall perform duties on 

holiday and weekend periods when work may not be in progress.  The name and telephone number of 

such persons shall be provided to the OEC and APCD prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit. 

 

E-4. Fugitive ROC Emissions 
 

 Fugitive ROC emissions from the new expansion project components shall be controlled and/or offset as 

necessary to fully comply with APCD Rules and Regulations.  ROC emission offsets required by APCD Rules 

and Regulations shall be demonstrated as available prior to issuance of the Authority to Construct (ATC) 

permit and shall be in place prior to operation of the expanded facility. 

 

 In the event that emission offsets of ROC emissions from new expansion components are not required by 

APCD Rules and Regulations, POPCO shall still be required to offset and/or control the ROC emissions of new 

expansion project components to less than 25 pounds per day.  If offsets are required in this case, they shall be: 

(1) obtained according to APCD permitting requirements; (2) demonstrated as available prior to issuance of the 

ATC permit; and, (3) in place prior to issuance of the APCD Permit to Operate. 

 

E-5. Sulfur Recovery Unit Failure 
 

 Based on worst-case scenario air dispersion modeling, emergency flaring of acid gas associated with a failure 

of the expanded Sulfur Recovery Unit could result in an exceedance of the State one-hour SO2 ambient air 

quality standard. 

 

 Prior to operation of the expanded facilities, POPCO shall have in place, in accordance with all APCD Rules 

and Regulations, a system or operation procedure which mitigates to the extent feasible the predicted S02 

ambient air quality exceedance. 

 

E-6. Facility Shall Emit No Detectable Odor 
 

 All facilities permitted under this Final Development Plan shall be designed, constructed, operated and 

maintained such that no odor shall be detectable at any point along or outside the exterior boundary of the 

Exxon property. 

 

E-7. Permanent Shutdown of POPCO Equipment 

 
As part of the ExxonMobil SYU/POPCO Synergy Project, POPCO shall drain, flush, purge, isolate and 

abandon in place the boilers and associated feedwater treating systems. POPCO may only use this equipment in 

the future if the following are met: 

 

(a) Secure replacement Emission Reduction Credits (ERCs) meeting APCD Regulation VIII 

requirements prior to any use of the boilers. 

(b) Obtain APCD permits prior to the use of the boilers. 

 

 (Modified on July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-015 (RV02)) 
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F. CONSOLIDATION 

 

F-1 Terms For Shared Facility Use 
 

 At any time, as requested by the County, POPCO shall submit to the Director of Planning and Development, 

terms, including financial terms, under which other producers in the area would be permitted to enter and use 

the facilities for gas processing, transportation, or storage, or ancillary facilities.  POPCO shall submit the 

requested information to the Director of Planning and Development within 30 days of such request or by a date 

mutually agreed upon by POPCO and the Director of Planning and Development.  If these terms are 

determined to be unacceptable to potential users of the facility or pipeline, and if agreement cannot be reached, 

the County shall reserve the right to impose additional conditions as described above to amend the permit.  The 

intent of this condition is to ensure the efficient and maximum use of POPCO's gas processing facility and 

offshore-to-onshore sour gas pipeline. 

 

F-2 Consolidation 
 

 POPCO shall make its facilities, including pipelines, and lease area available for consolidation and co-location 

of oil and gas facilities on a non-discriminatory and equitable basis.  County retains the right to verify that the 

uses of POPCO's facilities and lease area are conforming with County policies regarding consolidation and to 

impose additional permit conditions where necessary to assure these policies are being fulfilled. 

 

 Consistent with the approved policies regarding the consolidation of oil and gas facilities including pipelines, in 

the event that the need for such facilities is demonstrated by other developers to the County, POPCO shall make 

available to such other developers any excess capacity of the POPCO project facilities. In the event that 

sufficient excess capacity does not exist within the POPCO project facilities, POPCO shall make space within 

its facility areas available to other developers for the construction of additional permitted facilities related to gas 

processing.  In the event that such necessary facilities are not permittable pursuant to the County's consolidation 

policies, POPCO shall reduce its throughput on a pro-rata basis to accommodate such other developers. 

 

 The intent of this condition is to ensure the efficient and maximum use of oil and gas-related facilities in the 

County in order to avoid the construction and operation of redundant facilities. 

 

G. VISUAL RESOURCES 

G-1. Board of Architectural Review 
 

 All facility design, including buildings, structures, landscaping and signs, shall be in accordance with plans 

approved by the County Board of Architectural Review (BAR), Section 35-329 of the Article III Zoning 

Ordinance. 

 

G-2. Exterior Lighting 
 

 No unobstructed or unshielded beam of exterior lighting shall be directed toward any area outside the exterior 

boundaries of Exxon's current property boundary on which POPCO's facilities are located.  Any new lighting 

installed by POPCO along roadways within the project shall utilize low intensity, ground level, shielded 

fixtures. 

 

G-3. Glare 
 

 No glare or other radiation resulting from facilities constructed pursuant to this Development Plan, other than 

lighting fixtures and, emergency gas flares, shall be detectable at any point along or outside the exterior 

boundaries of Exxon's the SYU’s current property boundary on which POPCO's facilities are located. 
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G-4. Visible Emissions 
 

 POPCO will ensure that all normal facility operations will be conducted in such a manner so as not to generate 

offensive odors, fumes, noxious gases or liquids or visible emissions of smoke. 

 

G-5. Removal of Debris 
 

 During the life of the project, POPCO will remove any and all above ground debris located on the POPCO 

facility area, including any gas pipelines, tanks, pumps and separators no longer in use and/or not intended to be 

used in the future. 

 

H. TERRESTRIAL BIOLOGY 

H-1 Biological Resource Protection Plan 
 

 To reduce construction and operations-related biological and surface water impacts identified in the EIR, 94-

EIR-002, POPCO shall implement a Biological Resource Protection Plan approved by Planning and 

Development prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit for the expansion project.  This Plan shall include 

measures to avoid and/or reduce construction and operations-related biological and water quality impacts 

associated with: 

 

 a. potential oil, gas, and/or fuel spills from transportation and construction vehicles/equipment, and from 

facility upsets, which could affect Las Flores and/or Corral creeks.  Spill prevention, spill response, 

and habitat restoration measures shall be identified in the Plan and shall include low-impact clean-up 

strategies for Las Flores and Corral creeks; 

 

 b. facility and wildland fires, including fire hazard reduction and biological resource protection 

measures.  The fire hazard reduction component of POPCO's Plan shall also be approved by the 

County Fire Department prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit; 

 

 c. potential adverse air emissions; and, 

 

 d. cumulative water quality impacts from facility operations. 

 

 e. Identification of POPCO site drainage patterns, 

 

 f. Identification and source of chemicals and fluids which could spill, and identification of chemicals 

specific to POPCO-operations. 

 

 The Biological Resource Protection Plan shall be consistent with Exxon's the SYU spill restoration plan, 

Surface Water Quality Management Plan, Vegetation Management Plan, and Annual Biological Survey Plan, 

and shall provide for canyon-wide resource protection and restoration. 

 

I. GROUND WATER 

I-1. Ground Water Management Plan 
 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain approval from Planning and Development of a 

Ground Water Management Plan (GWMP) which identifies feasible water-conserving measures.  These 

measures shall be implemented by POPCO as described in the approved plan and shall include but not be 

limited to, more efficient/reduced use of utility washdown, process and domestic water use, and management of 

water well extractions within safe yield limits consistent with Exxon's the SYU GWMP.  These measures shall 

be identified in either a canyon-wide GWMP or a POPCO-specific plan that is consistent with Exxon's the 

SYU GWMP. 
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J. SURFACE WATER 

J-1. Surface Water Quality Monitoring Plan 
 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain approval of a Surface Water Quality Monitoring 

Plan which includes monitoring stations and measures appropriate to POPCO's operations.  These measures 

shall be identified in either a canyon-wide Surface Water Quality Monitoring Plan (SWQMP) or a POPCO-

specific plan that is consistent with Exxon's the SYU SWQMP. 

 

 

K. TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION 

K-1. Construction Transportation and Parking Plan 
 

 Prior to issuance of the land use permit, POPCO shall develop and submit to the Planning and Development 

Department for review and approval, a Construction Transportation and Parking Plan showing adequate on 

and/or off site parking for all private vehicles belonging to employees, contractors, and other project-related 

personnel.  (Mitigation Measure T-1)  The Plan shall include but not be limited to the following components: 

 

 a. Provision of worker parking within Exxon's the SYU’s existing developed area(s). 

 

 b. Use of Exxon's the SYU Goleta Parking Lot. 

 

 c. Use of lower canyon area previously used by Exxon for worker parking. 

  

 d. Bussing of workers from the parking area(s) to the POPCO job site(s). 

 

 e. Scheduling of truck traffic transporting materials to and from the POPCO site to avoid arriving or 

departing during school bus hours and other measures arising from POPCO's discussions with the 

Vista Del Las Cruces School. 

 

 f. The applicant shall establish and implement a policy of car, van or small bus pooling, as necessary, to 

facilitate employee commuting from outside the Santa Barbara Housing Market Area. 

 

 If POPCO proposes to accommodate construction-related parking on land located outside POPCO's lease area, 

POPCO shall demonstrate to Planning and Development property owner approval.  The County approved 

Construction Transportation and Parking Plan shall be approved and in place prior to any construction activities 

relative to the expansion project. 

 

K-2. Emergency Site Access 
 

 In the event that the primary access road to Las Flores Canyon is rendered impassable or inadvisable for 

use, or if additional access is required during an emergency event, POPCO shall use the Emergency Access 

Road (EAR) recently constructed by Exxon under County permit 92-FDP-011cz.  Prior to start-up of the 

expanded facility, POPCO shall demonstrate to the County its authority to use EAR under the 

aforementioned conditions. 

 

L. NOISE 

L-1 Construction Noise Limits 
 

 Construction activities for all project facilities shall be limited to the hours between 7:00 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 

(93-FDP-015(SC01); September 29, 1995) Monday through Friday, unless POPCO receives a prior waiver from 

Planning and Development.  During the construction and operation phases, project related noise near all 
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sensitive receptors identified in the EIR shall be limited to 65 dba between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 

p.m., and 50 dba between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m., consistent with the County Noise Element, 

Coastal Zoning Ordinance and Article III Zoning Ordinance. 

 

L-2. Operational Noise Limits and Minimization Requirements 
 

 Except for motor vehicles and motorized construction equipment, all facilities shall be designed, constructed, 

operated and maintained such that sound levels during operation do not exceed 70 dBA at or beyond the 

property line, as measured on the "A" weight scale at slow response on approved sound level measuring 

instruments.  The facility shall comply with all standards established in the Noise Element of the 

Comprehensive Plan, Article III Zoning Ordinance and the Coastal Zoning Ordinance.  No nearby residents 

shall be subjected to greater than a 9 dBA increment above the baseline ambient noise level, nor greater than a 

3 dBA increase in day-night sound levels.  The best available technology, including but not limited to muffling 

equipment, sound barriers, and landscaping measures shall be used to minimize noise impacts caused by 

POPCO. 

 

L-3 Equipment Noise Limits 
 

 All construction and operation-related equipment shall be operated and maintained to minimize noise 

generation, ground vibration, and to avoid interference with radio or video communications. 

 

L-4. Annual Noise Level Monitoring 
 

 In order to ensure that operational noise does not substantially increase the ambient noise for adjoining areas, 

POPCO shall continue to monitor noise levels on an annual basis.  If noise levels are shown to exceed 70 dBA 

at or beyond the current Exxon property line, POPCO should implement appropriate mitigation measures as 

required by Planning and Development to reduce the exceedance(s). 

 

 POPCO shall participate in a canyon-wide noise monitoring and mitigation program with other facility 

operators in Las Flores Canyon.  This plan shall be reviewed and approved by Planning and Development prior 

to issuance of the Land Use Permit.  

 

(Section "M" is not used.) 

 

N. FIRE PROTECTION 

N-1. Fire Protection Plan 
 

 All POPCO facilities shall have fire protection features installed in accordance with the provisions of the 

POPCO Fire Protection Plan (FPP).  All facilities, construction activities, process equipment, and fire 

protection equipment shall comply with the standards of the National Fire Protection Association, American 

Petroleum Institute, Uniform Fire Code as adopted in Chapter 15, Community Life Safety, of the Code of Santa 

Barbara County, and the Santa Barbara County Fire Department. 

 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall receive Fire Department approval of a revised FPP 

which addresses both construction and operation of the expanded gas plant.  The existing FPP shall be reviewed 

jointly by the Fire Department and POPCO for its applicability to the expanded gas processing plant.  Any 

changes to the FPP required as a result of this review shall be implemented by POPCO. 

 

 The revised FPP also shall include, but may not be limited to, discussions of the following: 

 

 Onsite firefighting equipment 

 Fire and gas detection 
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 Access 

 Vegetation management 

 Employee training and safe practices 

 Process control and monitoring analysis 

 Drainage and containment 

 Inspection (including County inspectors) and maintenance practices 

 

N-2. Fire Water Pump 
 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall receive approval from the Fire Department and Systems 

Safety and Reliability Review Committee (SSRRC) for the addition of a third fire water pump.  This pump 

shall be designed to provide 3,500 gpm at 135 psi. 

 

 Since this measure would result in a higher system demand, confirmation that the firewater system could 

maintain a supply of fire water for at least 4 hours shall be made and evidence acceptable to the Fire 

Department provided, prior to the submittal of plans for the addition of the pump to the Fire Department and 

SSRRC, as described above.  

 

 In lieu of installation of a third fire water pump, POPCO may elect to demonstrate that sufficient flow capacity 

can be achieved through other means, such as a canyon-wide fire protection system (N-3 below).  If such 

demonstration is made, addition of the third fire water pump would not be required. 

 

N-3. Canyon-wide Fire Protection System 
 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, and as a component of the revised Fire Protection Plan required under 

condition N-1 above, POPCO shall conduct a hydraulic analysis to determine the benefit of emergency 

connections between the separate fire water systems within Las Flores/Corral canyons and whether such 

modifications to the fire water distribution system would adversely affect either system.  This analysis shall also 

determine if additional flow capacity can be achieved through such fire protection system and whether such 

emergency connections should normally remain closed in order to isolate each firewater system from the other. 

 

 If the hydraulic analysis demonstrates the benefit of emergency connections between the separate fire water 

systems, POPCO the permittee shall provide the Fire Department and Planning & Development with 

documentation of an approved agreement between POPCO and Exxon for the canyon-wide fire protection 

water system and shall implement such system. 

 

N-4. Vegetation Management Plan 
 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain approval from Planning & Development and the 

Fire Department of a Vegetation Management Plan which identifies measures for the development and 

implementation of a vegetation/fuel bed management program.  These measures shall be identified in either a 

canyon-wide Vegetation Management Program in cooperation with Exxon or a POPCO-specific plan that is 

consistent with Exxon's the SYU’s Vegetation Management Program.  The Vegetation Management Program 

shall be described in the revised Fire Protection Plan required under condition N-1 above. 

 

(Section "O" is not used.) 

 

P. SYSTEM SAFETY 

P-1. Risk Mitigation 
 

 A Risk Management Program to substantially reduce the risks of project-related accidents which may result in 

loss of life and/or injury, and damage to property and/or the natural environment shall be administered by the 
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Santa Barbara County Planning & Development Department with the assistance of the Systems Safety and 

Reliability Review Committee (SSRRC). 

 

 The System Safety and Reliability Review Committee shall consist of a representative from the County Air 

Pollution Control District, the County Fire Department, the Energy Division and the Building & Safety 

Division of the Planning and Development Department, and, on an as-needed basis, the Office of Emergency 

Services and Environmental Health Services.  Other County departments, as deemed necessary by the SSRRC, 

may be consulted.  All reasonable costs associated with this County review shall be borne by POPCO.  POPCO 

shall be entitled to participate fully in the review process. 

 

 POPCO shall submit all appropriate construction plans, Process Hazards Analyses (PHA), and Hazard and 

Operability Studies (HAZOPs) to the System Safety and Reliability Review Committee (SSRRC) who may 

employ a third-party technical review in order to evaluate project design and help identify possible design 

hazards prior to issuance of land use clearances and design modifications thereafter.  This review shall also 

evaluate all mitigation identified in the EIR.  POPCO shall modify the project design to reduce the risks 

identified by the SSRRC.  Recommendations identified for the proposed facilities shall be implemented prior to 

operations of the expanded facility.  POPCO shall submit operating procedures for the SSRRC review and 

approval.  Recommendations concerning operating procedures shall be adopted for the affected facilities prior 

to operation of the proposed facilities.   In the event of a disagreement, the SSRRC may either develop alternate 

mitigation or request the mitigation be required by the County Planning Commission through adoption of a new 

or modified permit condition.  The SSRRC may require as-built inspections and the submittal of as-built 

drawings for approval prior to the operation of any plant modifications. 

 

 POPCO shall submit a Final Process Hazard Analysis (PHA) of all components of the Synergy Project to 

the County System Safety and Reliability Review Committee (SSRRC) for review and comment at least 60 

days prior to startup of the Synergy Project. All mitigation recommendations resulting from the PHA shall 

be reconciled with the final design and operating procedures and agreed to by the SSRRC.  

 

 (Modified on July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-015 (RV02)) 

 

P-2. Safety Inspection, Maintenance And Quality Assurance Program 
 

 Prior to the issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall submit a detailed Safety Inspection, Maintenance 

and Quality Assurance Program (SIMQAP) for all onshore and offshore facilities and pipelines which shall be 

implemented during construction and operations.  The plan is a dynamic document and, as such, updates 

including new procedures, safety and maintenance technologies and processes, shall be reviewed jointly by 

POPCO and the SSRRC.  The SIMQAP shall be revised as appropriate.  The SIMQAP shall include, but not be 

limited to, evaluation of staffing levels for safe operation of the plant in emergency situations, establishing 

procedures for review of safety inspection records, regular maintenance and safety inspections, periodic safety 

audits, development of safety system testing protocols, training and experience standards for personnel and use 

of simulation techniques in training programs, inspections of all trucks carrying hazardous and/or flammable 

material prior to loading, monitoring of critical safety devices and systems, and review of the routing of all 

trucks carrying hazardous material.  The SIMQAP shall be reviewed and approved by the System Safety and 

Reliability Review Committee prior to operation of the expanded facility.  POPCO shall implement the 

approved plan and shall provide for involvement of the Onsite Environmental Coordinator (Condition C-1), 

County staff, or its consultants in all inspections as appropriate.  All costs associated with this review process 

shall be borne by POPCO. 

 

 POPCO shall submit appropriate revisions to its SIMQAP and receive SSRRC approval prior to start-up of 

the Synergy Project.  The revisions shall reflect process and design changes as well as inspection and 

maintenance modifications necessary as a result of the Synergy Project. 

 
 (Modified on July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-015 (RV02)) 
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P-3. Emergency Response Plan 
 

 POPCO shall submit to the County an updated Emergency Response Plan (ERP) that addresses response 

procedures to be implemented by POPCO for accidental events that pose significant threats to public health and 

safety, property, or the environment.  

 

 The updated ERP shall be reviewed and approved by the County Office of Emergency Services (OES), the Fire 

Department, and the Planning and Development Department prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit.  OES 

shall consult with Environmental Health Services prior to OES approval of the ERP.  Approval of the ERP 

shall include its consistency with the County's Model Oil and Gas Industry Emergency Response Plan.  

POPCO shall demonstrate the effectiveness of its ERP by responding to one emergency response drill prior to 

operation of the expanded facility. 

 

 The ERP shall be a dynamic document and, as such, shall be jointly reviewed by the County and POPCO, and 

revised when warranted.  Any changes shall be submitted to OES, Fire, and Planning and Development for 

their review and approval, prior to implementation.  POPCO shall demonstrate the ongoing effectiveness of the 

ERP by responding to no more than two surprise drills each year which may be called by the County.  If critical 

operations are underway, POPCO need not respond to the drill at that time but shall explain the nature of the 

critical operations and why response is not possible.  The County may then call for an additional surprise drill 

in the same year.   

  

 POPCO shall revise their Integrated Emergency Response Plan as appropriate to reflect the Synergy Project 

changes, including communications between the two control rooms and automatic shutdown systems.  The 

revised ERP shall be submitted to the SSRRC for review and approval prior to startup. 

 

 (Modified on July 25, 2001; 93-FDP-015 (RV02)) 

 

P-4. Funding County Emergency Response Plan 
 

 In order to assure that County emergency response procedures adequately interface with the POPCO 

emergency response procedures, POPCO shall provide its reasonable pro-rata share of funds to the County to 

implement a County Emergency Response Plan for oil and gas industry related emergencies.  The County shall 

request funds from other oil and gas industry operators holding P-4 permit conditions (or similar requirements) 

to aid in funding of the County Emergency Response Plan.  When available, OES shall provide POPCO with 

an estimate of the pro rata share of funds to be provided by POPCO and the method for allocating such costs 

among other operators.  POPCO's participation in the Area Oil and Gas Industry ERP Mutual Aid Agreement 

shall be documented in a letter agreement to be approved by OES prior to operations of the expanded facility. 

 

P-5. Hazardous Material and Waste Management Plan 
 

 Prior to start-up of the expanded facilities, POPCO shall submit a Hazardous Material and Waste Management 

Plan (HMWMP) to the County Office of Environmental Health Services (EHS), Fire Department and Planning 

& Development (P&D) Department for all facilities.  The HMWMP shall be reviewed and approved by EHS, 

Fire, and P&D, prior to start-up of the expanded facility. 

 

 The Plan shall demonstrate compliance with the provisions of the Uniform Fire Code as adopted in Chapter 15 

of the Code of Santa Barbara County and the provisions of the Health and Safety Code §25500 et seq, Chapter 

6.95 Business Plan Requirements, with the exception of emergency response procedures which are complied 

with in Condition P-3. 

 

 The Hazardous Material and Waste Management Plan shall include but not be limited to the following: 

 

 a. Locations and methods for storing hazardous materials and wastes. 
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 b. Treatment procedures, or justification where none are used, to reduce the hazardous nature of the 

materials before they are permitted to leave the site. 

 

 c. Specific routes for transportation of hazardous waste materials to Class I disposal sites consistent with 

County policy. 

 

 d. Letter of commitment that the materials are transferred by a carrier licensed in hazardous material 

transport. 

 

 e. Letter of commitment ensuring complete accounting of intake, processing, and exit of hazardous 

material and wastes. 

 

 f. Detailed description of a monitoring system to be installed, capable of detecting hazardous material 

and wastes that may escape from primary storage devices.  

 

 g. A revised Hazardous Materials Business Plan which accurately reflects the revised chemical inventory 

of the project site to Environmental Health Services for review and approval, in accordance with the 

California Health & Safety Code, Chapter 6.95, Section 25,500 et seq. 

 

 The HMWMP shall be a dynamic document and, as such, shall be jointly reviewed by the County and POPCO, 

and revised as appropriate every three years or when warranted to incorporate new planning strategies, changes 

in procedures, new technologies, or changes in materials.  Any changes requested by POPCO or required by the 

County shall be submitted to EHS, Fire, and P&D for their review and approval, prior to implementation. 

 

P-6. NGL Pipeline and NGL Inventory Management Plan 
 

 Prior to operation of the expanded gas plant, POPCO shall construct and operate, or participate in the 

construction and operation of a pipeline, or use a pipeline constructed and operated by others, that connects 

POPCO's facilities the gas plant to Exxon's the SYU facilities for the purpose of maximizing pipeline shipment 

of NGLs and minimizing truck transportation and storage of NGLs at POPCO. 

 

 Prior to operation of the expanded gas plant, POPCO shall have obtained approval from the Planning and 

Development Department and the SSRRC of an NGL Inventory Management Plan describing its best 

management practices for storing NGLs so as to reduce the risks associated with NGL storage at POPCO. 

 

 In order to make the determination of the need for the study and additional mitigation identified in Condition P-

11, POPCO shall have received a determination of application completeness for the NGL pipeline from the 

Planning and Development Department prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit for the expanded gas plant.  

Such application shall include a draft NGL Inventory Management Plan. 

 

P-7. Transportation Risk Management & Prevention Program for NGLs and LOX 
 

 POPCO shall prepare and implement a Transportation Risk Management and Prevention Program (TRMPP) 

which meets County of Santa Barbara approval for natural gas liquids (NGLs) and for liquid oxygen (LOX) 

which is consistent with Board Resolution No. 93-480.  The TRMPP shall provide administrative controls 

including but not limited to, the following: 

 

 · Strict hiring policies for drivers; 

 · Training for drivers; 

 · Prevention of drug and alcohol abuse; 

 · Truck speed enforcement; 

 · Penalties for violations; 

 · Improved truck design; 

 · Vehicle inspections; 
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 · Vehicle maintenance; 

 · Emergency response;  

 · Unloading procedures; 

 · Use of DOT-rated trucks for shipping NGLs; and 

 · Contribution to State Route 166 CHP program. 

 

 Prior to the issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain review and approval of the TRMPP from 

Planning and Development. 

 

P-8. Fire Protection System at Slug Separator/Pig Receiver 
 

 In order to mitigate significant impacts identified in 94-EIR-002, POPCO shall provide 1500 gallons per minute 

water coverage simultaneously on any two sides of the slug separator/pig receiver area for a total of 3000 

gallons per minute.  This system shall provide fire protection to both the slug separator and the pig receiver  to 

mitigate the consequence of a flammable event in these areas. 

 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain SSRRC review and Fire Department approval of 

final construction drawing(s) for the gas plant expansion which include the demonstration and/or installation of 

this system.  The system shall be operable prior to start-up of the expanded facility. 

 

P-9. Automatic Shutdown System 
 

 In order to reduce the amount of gas released during a leak or line rupture, POPCO shall install a high integrity 

automatic shutdown system in the area from the Feed Gas Water Separator (V-100 A/B) through the Main 

Separator (V-102 A/B). 

 

 Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain review and approval from the SSRRC of final 

construction drawing for the gas plant expansion which include the installation of this system.  The system shall 

be installed prior to start-up of the expanded facility. 

 

P-10. Emergency Shutdown Device at Stabilizer Reflux Pumps 
 

 POPCO shall install an emergency shutdown device and automatic isolation valve on the suction (low pressure) 

of the Stabilizer Reflux Pumps in order to mitigate impacts associated with a release of flammable material 

from the Stabilizer Reflux Accumulator.  Prior to issuance of the Land Use Permit, POPCO shall obtain review 

and approval from the SSRRC of final construction drawing(s) for the gas plant expansion which include the 

installation of this device.  The device shall be installed prior to start-up of the expanded facility. 

 

P-11. Reduction of Risk to Administration Building 
 

 If the pipeline to be built and used to accomplish the intent of Condition P-6 above would result in storage of 

NGLs at POPCO in more than three of the existing five storage vessels, then, prior to the issuance of the Land 

Use Permit, POPCO shall conduct a study approved by the SSRRC and the Planning and Development 

Department, to evaluate and identify measures to reduce to the maximum extent feasible, exposure to explosion 

overpressure impacts at the Administration Building due to the presence of the surrounding processing 

facilities.  The study shall consider, and modify as necessary, the NGL Inventory Management Plan required by 

Condition P-6 to manage the volumes of NGLs to be stored in the NGL storage bullets at POPCO so as to 

reduce risk of explosion.  POPCO shall implement specific feasible risk reduction measures identified by the 

study prior to operation of the expanded gas plant. 

 

 If the pipeline to be built and used pursuant to Condition P-6 above would result in storage of NGLs at POPCO 

in three or fewer of the five existing storage vessels, then, prior to operation of the expanded gas plant, POPCO 
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shall have obtained approval of the NGL Inventory Management Plan required by Condition P-6.  Other 

requirements identified in the paragraph above shall not be required. 

 

P-12. Separation/Barrier Between LOX System and Ignition Sources 
 

 Prior to operation of the expanded gas plant, POPCO shall reduce the risk associated with the liquid oxygen 

(LOX) system as described below: 

 

 (1)  provide a minimum separation distance of 230 feet between the LOX storage tank and vaporizer and any 

potential ignition sources (e.g. combustion air intake manifolds and the sulfur pit) reduce the consequence of a 

large leak from the LOX tank.  However, upon demonstration by POPCO to the satisfaction of the SSRRC and 

the Planning & Development Department that 230 feet of separation is not feasible, POPCO shall: 

 

 (2)  install physical barriers surrounding the liquid oxygen tank to prevent impact from vehicular traffic and 

provide restrictions on maintenance activities involving crane access and administrative controls which would 

severely limit or prevent the lifting of heavy equipment over the liquid oxygen tank while in service. 

 

 Prior to issuance of the land use permit, POPCO shall obtain SSRRC approval of final construction drawings 

which depict either the 230-foot spacing (1 above) or the physical barriers (including maintenance restrictions 

and administrative controls) to be constructed (2 above). 

 

P-13. Risk Management and Prevention Plan 
 

 Prior to start-up of the expanded facility, POPCO shall obtain review and approval from Environmental Health 

Services of a revised Risk Management and Prevention Plan prepared as required by Chapter 6.95, Article 2 of 

the California Health and Safety Code.  

 

P-14. POPCO/Exxon SYU NGL Flowline 
 

The County's intent in approving the construction and operation of the NGL flowline from the POPCO Gas 

Plant to Exxon the SYU (93-DP-015(AM01)) is, in part, to reduce risks associated with NGL truck 

transport. Therefore, POPCO shall transport all NGLs from its Las Flores Canyon gas plant to Exxon's the 

SYU Stripping Gas Treating Plant via the NGL flowline pursuant to 93-DP-015(AM01).  With the 

exception of upset conditions, or other conditions described in POPCO's approved NGL Inventory 

Management Plan (Condition P-6), POPCO shall receive prior written approval from the County for the 

transport of NGLs from its Las Flores Canyon facilities other than to Exxon the SYU via the NGL flowline.  

(Added February 14, 1997; 93-FDP-15(SC02)) 

 

P-15. POPCO To Submit Final Synergy Project Design To SSRRC  

 
 POPCO shall provide final design deliverables that document the interdependence between the facilities 

(POPCO and ExxonMobil SYU) to the SSRRC for review and comment prior to startup. The documents 

shall include the following: 

 

• Final Piping and Instrumentation Diagrams (P&IDs) showing operating controls; 

• Maintenance program changes for the new or modified systems; 

• Process controls philosophy for POPCO and ExxonMobil Distributed Control Systems; 

• Cause/Effect logic for emergency shutdown of each individual feed (or systems) in case of an 

upset; 

• Corrosion inspection data for turndown contactor which has been out of service; 

• Confirmation of the equipment sizing basis to handle increased throughput at POPCO SRU and 

Exxon SYU TGCU; 

• Preparation of operating and commissioning procedures; and, 
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• Operator training and cross training. 

 

Q. ABANDONMENT 
 

Q-1. Abandonment Determination 
 

 When annual average operational throughput of gas processing facilities over any twelve (12) consecutive 

month period is at or below 1.8 MMSCFD of produced gas on an average annual basis, the Planning 

Commission shall review this Final Development Plan at a properly noticed public hearing to determine if 

facility abandonment or facility modifications are appropriate.  The 1.8 MMSCFD "trigger" for review of 

the FDP represents three percent (3%) of the maximum permitted operating capacity of 60 MMSCFD.  If, 

in the future, the County adopts a different trigger to initiate abandonment or the review of the need for 

permit modifications due to very low throughput, POPCO shall comply with such County policy. 

 

Q-2. Abandonment Procedures 
 

 Immediately following permanent shut down of the facilities permitted herein, POPCO shall abandon and 

restore all facility sites covered under this permit consistent with County policies on abandonment and 

restoration of said facilities in effect at that time.  Absent any policies, POPCO shall remove any and all 

abandoned processing facilities and portions of the import pipeline, buried or unburied, constructed and/or 

operated under this permit, excavate any contaminated soil, re-contour all sites and revegetate all sites in 

accordance with a County approved abandonment and restoration plan within one year of permanent shut 

down.  POPCO shall post a performance bond, or other security device acceptable to County Counsel, in an 

amount determined by the County. 
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