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• Approved  by  Governor  Newsom  in fall  of  2022, the  CARE 
Act,  also  known  as  Community  Assistance,  Recovery  and  
Empowerment  (CARE) Court  is a  new  framework  to  get  
people  with  untreated  mental  health  and/or  co  
occurring  disorders,  the  support  and  care  they  need . 
CARE Court  is a  VOLUNTARY OPTION to  aid  in  providing  
support .

• Santa  Barbara  County  launched  CARE Act  program  as  
member  of  Cohort  II Counties  on  December  1, 2024

WHAT IS THE COMMUNITY 
ASSISTANCE, RECOVERY AND 
EMPOWERMENT (CARE) ACT?
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• Data  Update : 17 petitions  filed,  5 dismissed,  7 pending  agreements . Referral  sources : 9-

Public  Guardian,  7- Family,  1- Department  of  State  Hospitals  (DSH)

• Majority  of  referrals  have  been  clients  stepping  down  from  conservatorship  versus  

individuals  . This is different  population  than  Cohort  I Counties  initially  served  in  CARE.

• State  requires  tracking  of  host  of  different  data  points,  number  of  CARE agreements  

completed  will  be  measure  of  initial  success  and  graduations  from  program  will  

hopefully  begin  at  end  of  year  1.

• Through  strong  collaborations  among  county  agencies,  we  have  successfully  launched  

a  program  that  continues  to  show  meaningful  progress .  The collective  effort  across  

departments  has  been  the  key  to  ongoing  success .

CARE Act Update
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• Example  of  Individual  and  Family  Impacts

• Through  strong  collaborations  among  county  
agencies,  we  have  successfully  launched  a  program  
that  continues  to  show  meaningful  progress .  The 
collective  effort  across  departments  has  been  the  key  
to  ongoing  success .

CARE Act Update
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• Signed  into  law  by  Governor  Newsom  in October,  2023 .

• Most  significant  reform  to  the  LPS Act  since  it  was  enacted  in  1967.

• Significantly  expands  California’s  criteria  for  involuntary  detention  and  
conservatorship  by  creating  a  new  set  of  eligibility  criteria  that  are  
based  solely  on  a  person’s  mental  health  disorder  and/or  “severe”  
substance  use  disorder  (SUD), if that  disorder  results  in someone  
being  unable  to  provide  for  their  basic  needs  of  food,  clothing,  shelter,  
personal  safety  or  necessary  medical  care .

• Allows  health  records  to  be  used  as  evidence  in LPS conservatorship  
proceedings .

• Expands  Grave  Disability  definition .

• Functionally,  allows  people  to  be  placed  on  5150’s and  other  
involuntary  holds  based  on  their  “severe”  SUD.

Overview of SB 43
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Ele m e n t s  o f Gra v e  Dis a b ilit y  De fin it io n    Old  De fin it io n
  

Mental Health diagnosis is a basis for Grave Disability (“GD”)

Sta n d - a lo n e  Su b s ta n c e  Us e  Dis o rd e r ( “SUD”)  is  a  b a s is  fo r GD   
  

Co - occurring Mental Disorder and SUD is a basis for GD

Inability to provide for food, clothing, shelter is a basis for GD

Inability to provide for personal safety, to survive safely without  
 involuntary detention or treatment, is a basis for GD

  
  

Causation required between Mental Disorder/SUD and inability     
 to provide for basic needs

Referral from psychiatrist/psychologist required for conservatorship petition

Constitutional rights/protections for patients subject to involuntary holds and 
conservatorships

Gra v e  Dis a b ilit y  Pre / Po s t  SB4 3
Ne w  De fin it io n   

In a b ility to  p ro vid e  fo r n e c e s s a ry m e d ic a l c a re , like ly to  re s u lt  in  
s e rio u s  b o d ily in ju ry, is  a  b a s is  fo r GD
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Roadmap from 5150 to 
Conservatorship

PG Office files petition for 
conservatorship and gives 
conservatee  a 5 court day 

notice of hearing date

Behavioral Wellness PHF or 
Hospital Emergency 

Department Psychiatrist 
does not feel a 

conservatorship is needed

5150 Hold

01

02 04

Behavioral Wellness assessment 
determines conservatorship 

recommended.  PG Office 
completes documents needed for 

petition (TCON and permanent 
completed together)

Referral to 
Public Guardian

If a TCON is granted, PG 
Office awaits letters from the 
court to investigate (can take 

up to 1 week).  Placement 
may occur at this point.

LPS Hearing

LPS Petition 
Filed

30 day period between a 
TCON and a permanent 
conservatorship hearing 

is when the 
conservatorship 

investigation takes place 
by the PG Office

Conservatorship 
Investigation 

After the 30 day investigation 
process, PG Office can petition for a 
permanent conservatorship lasting 

for up to 1 year  

Permanent 
Conservatorship

03 05

06
PHF or Emergency 

Department Psychiatrist 
believes 

conservatorship is 
needed and referral 
made to Behavioral 

Wellness Medical 
Director for assessment

Exit 

BWell Role for Conservatees
• Long Term  Care team  provides  case 

management,  including  regular  check -ins 
with  conservatees , including  those  placed  
out  of  county .

• Manages  budgets  and  liaises  with  
contracted  providers .
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Budget Impacts

• Public  Guardian  Fiscal  Impact  through  the  
hiring  of  3 new  staff  

• Behavioral  Wellness  has  utilized  existing  
resources  (staff  authorized  to  write  5150 
evaluations)

• Further  fiscal  impact  will  be  evaluated  as  
the  program  progresses  
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SB 43 Program Updates
• Expanded  physical  space  for  Public  Guardian’s  office  

expanded  staffing  (special  thank  you  to  the  CEO 4th  floor!)

• Policies  and  practices   updated  as  required  in  SB 1238, for  
the  involuntary  treatment  for  persons  with  a  severe  
substance  use  disorder  at  the  Psychiatric  Health  Facility .

• Updated  LPS 5150 training  has  occurred  with  all  those  
currently  authorized  to  conduct  a  5150 evaluation  and  will  
continue  ongoing .

• Training  with  Public  Guardian’s  office  on  Severe  Substance  
Use Disorders  (SUD).
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Program Updates (Cont)
• Training  with  Emergency  Department  Doctors  at  Cottage  

Hospital  and  Marian  Hospital  for  those  authorized  to  conduct  
5150 evaluations .

• Training  for  Emergency  Room  nurses  and  social  workers  
throughout  the  county,  to  support  care  provision  in better  
understanding  the  evaluation  process  for  those  with  SUDs.

• Specialized  SUD training  with  the  Psychiatric  Health  Facility,  
now  designated  to  accept  SUD only  involuntary  admissions .

• Ongoing  presentations  with  stakeholders .
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Implementation Timeline

Summer 2024

Winter/Spring 2025

Fall 2024

Full and  complete  implementation  will  take  
time  with  evolution  and  growth  expected .  
The goal  is to  bring  more  behavioral  health  
crisis  care  into  the  local  community .

• Finalize & Operationalize Definitions 
of:
⚬ Se ve re  SUD
⚬ Gra ve  Dis a b ility ( e xp a n d e d  d e f)

• Sp e c ific  Gu id a n c e  o n  Pe rs o n a l 
Sa fe ty & Ac c e s s in g  Me d ic a l Ca re  in  
Re g a rd s  to  Gra ve  Dis a b ility

• Ro ll Ou t Ne w 5150  Tra in in g

• Se c u re  Ad d itio n a l Offic e  Sp a c e  & 
Sta ffin g  fo r Pu b lic  Gu a rd ia n ’s  
Offic e

• Id e n tific a tio n  o f Fa m ilia r/ Po s s ib le  
Kn o wn  SB4 3 Ca n d id a te s

• Re c e ive  & Fo rm a lize  Fin a l Sta te  
Gu id a n c e

• Be g in  Tra in in g  Be h a vio ra l We lln e s s  
Sta ff & Pu b lic  Gu a rd ia n s  Offic e  in  
SUD & Co - Oc c u rrin g  Dis o rd e rs

• Re fin e  th e  SB Co u n ty 5150  Tra in in g

July 2025

Im p le m e n ta tio n  
Be g in s
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Recommended Actions

Summer 2024

July 2025
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1.Receive and file an update on the Community Assistance Recovery and 
Empowerment (CARE) Court Act that established CARE Court in Santa Barbara 
County effective December 1, 2024

2. Receive and file notice that a presentation of the Update on the Deferred 
Implementation of Senate Bill 43 (SB 43) which modifies Welfare and Institutions 
Code Section 5008 by expanding the definition of “Gravely Disabled” is moved 
from January 1, 2026 to now be implemented on July 1, 2025

3. Adopt and authorize the Chair to execute the attached resolution amending 
the implementation start date of SB 43 to July 1, 2025 to supersede Resolution 
23- 290 adopted and authorized by the Board of Supervisors on December 12, 
2023



Input/Questions?

THANK YOU
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