
TO: Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Jose Chang, Agricultural Commissioner/Director 
 Contact: Noah Beyeler, Deputy Commissioner 
 SUBJECT: Agreement with Clean Harbors Environmental Services, Inc. for a one-time Pesticide 

Disposal Event 

County Counsel Concurrence Auditor-Controller Concurrence 
As to form: Yes As to form: Yes 
Other Concurrence: Risk Management  
As to form: Yes  

 

Recommended Actions: 

That the Board of Supervisors: 

a) Approve and authorize the Chair to execute an Agreement with Clean Harbors Environmental 
Services, Inc. for the collection, transportation, and disposal of pesticides during a one-time 
Pesticide Disposal Event, coordinated by the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, in a Not-to-
Exceed amount of $200,000. 
 

b) Approve the acceptance of up to $200,000 from the California Department of Pesticide 
Regulation for funding for the Pesticide Disposal Event. 
 

c) Determine that the above-recommended actions are not a project that is subject to 
environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines section 15378(b)(4) and (5), finding that the actions consist of governmental 
funding mechanisms and administrative activities of government that will not result in direct 
or indirect physical changes in the environment.  
 

Summary Text: 

This item is on the agenda for the Board of Supervisors to approve an Agreement with Clean Harbors 
Environmental Services, Inc. (“Clean Harbors”) to hold a one-time Pesticide Disposal Event in 2026, 
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and to approve the acceptance of full funding for the event from the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation.  

 

Discussion: 

The Santa Barbara County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office will organize and hold a one-day 
Pesticide Disposal Event to help farmers and pest control businesses within the county with the 
proper disposal of unwanted or outdated (legacy) pesticides. The event will occur between January 
1, 2026 and June 30, 2026, and is tentatively scheduled to occur at the Santa Ynez Transfer Station. 
The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) has committed up to $200,000 in funding to 
assist Santa Barbara County in removing and disposing of these pesticides.  

The agreement with Clean Harbors will authorize them to service the one-day disposal event to 
collect, package, transport, and dispose of unwanted and legacy pesticides that could otherwise pose 
a possible environmental or health hazard if continued to be stored on-site by businesses. The 
pesticides will be collected from Santa Barbara County farmers and pest control businesses and be 
disposed of in accordance with proper hazardous waste management practices. Eligible pesticide 
materials will be accepted at the event at no cost to participants. 

This one-time disposal event would provide local farmers and pest control businesses, especially 
those farmers and businesses who may currently be financially unable to pay for proper hazardous 
waste disposal, with an opportunity to safely dispose of legacy pesticides. 

 

Background: 

The California Department of Pesticide Regulation (DPR) provides funding to support the safe 
collection and disposal of unwanted, obsolete, or unusable agricultural pesticides. These pesticide 
disposal events are designed to assist growers and pest control businesses in properly managing 
pesticides that are obsolete or can no longer be legally used, thereby reducing the risk of 
environmental contamination, accidental exposure, and improper disposal. 

Improper storage or disposal of pesticides can pose risks to public health, groundwater and surface 
water quality, and the environment. Disposal events provide a controlled, environmentally sound 
alternative to on-site storage or illegal disposal, and help ensure compliance with state and federal 
pesticide and hazardous waste regulations. 

DPR provides funding to local agricultural commissioner offices to plan and implement these events, 
including contractor costs for transportation and disposal of collected materials. The Santa Barbara 
County Agricultural Commissioner’s Office will be responsible for coordination and oversight of the 
event. 

Clean Harbors has previously serviced the County’s Community Hazardous Waste Collection Center 
and temporary household hazardous waste collection events and has provided similar services for 
agricultural chemical collection events in other California counties. 

 

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts: 

Funding for the proposed pesticide disposal event will come from the California Department of 
Pesticide Regulation. The proposed agreement with Clean Harbors has a total Not-to-Exceed amount 
of $200,000, which is the amount of funding currently committed by the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation to Santa Barbara County for a pesticide disposal event for the 2025/2026 fiscal year. There 
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is no additional cost to the General Fund. State funding is expected to be received in the same fiscal 
year that the expenditure will occur. The Department will return with a budget revision if needed.  

 

Fiscal Analysis: 

 

Funding Source FY 2025-26 Total 
General Fund     
State $200,000  $200,000  
Federal     
Total $200,000  $200,000  

 

Staffing Impacts: 

The work required to coordinate this event can be completed by existing department staff. 

 

Special Instructions: 

Please provide a certified minute order to the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office. Please return two 
(2) original agreements to Noah Beyeler in the Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, 624 W. Foster 
Road, Suite E, Santa Maria, CA 93455. 

 

Attachments: 

Attachment A – Agreement for Services of Independent Contractor – Clean Harbors 

Attachment B – Department of Pesticide Regulation Funding Committal Letter 

 

Contact Information: 

Noah Beyeler  
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner 
nbeyeler@countyofsb.org 


