
County of Santa Barbara

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minute Order

March 10, 2026

 5 - Supervisor Lee, Supervisor Capps, Supervisor Hartmann, Supervisor Nelson, and 

Supervisor Lavagnino

Present: 

File Reference No.  26-00108PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

HEARING - Consider recommendations regarding the procedures outlined below, and approve 

Case No. 22GPA-00000-00003 to adopt the Environmental Justice Element, as follows: 

(EST. TIME: 1 HR.)

a) Make the required findings for approval, including the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA) findings;

b) Find that the proposed comprehensive plan amendment is exempt from CEQA pursuant to 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3) and the Notice of Exemption; and

c) Adopt a Resolution to approve the proposed comprehensive plan amendment, adopting the 

Environmental Justice Element as part of the County Comprehensive Plan.

COUNTY EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION: POLICY

RE:

HEARING TIME: 1:36 PM - 3:05 PM AND 3:52 PM - 3:57 PM (1 HR. 34 MIN.)
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County of Santa Barbara

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Minute Order

March 10, 2026

Received and filed staff presentation and conducted a public hearing. 

Brooke Balthaser, Juan Lares, Claire Wineman, Lauren Partch, Sandra Plascencia, and Otis 

Calef addressed the Board

A conceptual motion was made by Supervisor Hartmann, seconded by Supervisor Capps, 

that this matter be acted on as follows:

a) Made the required findings for approval, including CEQA findings; 

b) Approved; and 

c) Adopted, as amended, as follows: (1) Removed Garey from the list of Environmental 

Justice Communities; (2) Modified the Sisquoc boundary to include only the residential areas 

within the Census Designated Place, rather than the entire boundaries; (3) Added the term 

“trails” to Environmental Justice Element Policies 1.2 and 3.2; (4) Removed language 

regarding “Staff Changes” from the Implementation Matrix (Appendix A); and (5) Directed 

county staff to continue quarterly interdepartmental meetings to coordinate implementation 

of the Environmental Justice Element and to return to the Board with recommendations for 

establishing an ongoing Environmental Justice Community Engagement structure, including 

an option for community led stakeholder group or county supported stakeholder group or 

hybrid model and potential funding sources including equity initial filings or philanthropic 

support. 

The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Supervisor Lee, Supervisor Capps, Supervisor Hartmann, Supervisor 

Nelson, and Supervisor Lavagnino

5 - 
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Minute Order

March 10, 2026

A motion was made by Supervisor Hartmann, seconded by Supervisor Nelson, that this 

matter be acted on as follows:

a) Made the required findings for approval, including CEQA findings; 

b) Approved as amended; and 

c) Adopted, as amended, as follows: (1) Removed Garey from the list of Environmental 

Justice Communities; (2) Modified the Sisquoc boundary to include only the residential areas 

within the Census Designated Place, rather than the entire boundary; (3) Added the term 

“trails” to Environmental Justice Element Policies 1.2 and 3.2; (4) Removed and edited 

language regarding "Future Changes” from Section 4.3 of the Environmental Justice Element 

and the Implementation Matrix (Appendix A); (5) Directed county staff to continue quarterly 

interdepartmental meetings to coordinate implementation of the Environmental Justice 

Element and report back to the Board annually on implementation progress; and (6) Directed 

staff to return to the Board with recommendations for establishing an ongoing Environmental 

Justice Community Engagement structure, including an option for community led stakeholder 

advisory group or county supported stakeholder advisory group or hybrid model and 

potential funding sources including the Board's Racial Equity Fund or philanthropic support.

RESOLUTION NO. 26-64

The motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Supervisor Lee, Supervisor Capps, Supervisor Hartmann, Supervisor 

Nelson, and Supervisor Lavagnino
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