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Summary Text:  
The Lower Mission Creek Project, Reach 1A, widens the creek channel from State Street to Mason 
Street, in the City of Santa Barbara.  Reach 1A - Phase 1, extending from State Street to just upstream of 
Harbor View Inn Pedestrian Bridge, was constructed in 2011. Reach 1A - Phase 2, which will complete 
the creek channel widening to Mason Street, is anticipated to be constructed beginning in 2014.  Staff is 
negotiating a Cost Sharing Agreement with the City of Santa Barbara for the construction of Reach 1A- 
Phase 2 to be built concurrent with the City’s Mason Street Bridge Replacement Project and will return 
to the Board for the Agreement’s execution. 
 
The new channel walls proposed as part of the Lower Mission Creek Project, Reach 1A – Phase 2, 
conflict with, and require the relocation and modification of, two water lines serving the Harbor View 
Inn as well as a portion of the hotel’s parking lot.  Construction of the Lower Mission Creek Project, 
Reach 1A – Water Relocation and Parking Lot Modification, is anticipated to begin construction in early 
2014, in advance of the start of the Reach 1A – Phase 2 Project and in coordination with the Harbor 
View Inn to minimize impacts to the hotel’s operations. 
 
Background:  
The Lower Mission Creek Flood Control Project is a Federal, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Project 
that has been under development since the 1960’s.  The City and the County, acting as local sponsors for 
the Federal Project, worked with the community in the 1990s to develop the current project that 
addresses the flood control concerns and environmental issues. 
 
In 2001, the City certified the EIR/EIS and approved the Project for Lower Mission Creek as did the U.S 
Army Corps of Engineers subsequent to the City’s approval.  Since that time, federal funding for 
construction has not come forward and the City and the County have been working on finding 
opportunities to construct elements of the project as funding options arise.  To date, the following 
project elements have been completed: 
 
Flood Control District Work  City Work______________________________________ 
Union Pacific Railroad Culvert work  Haley – De La Vina Bridge 
Reach 1A-1     Ortega Street Bridge 
Reach 2B-1      
 
Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  
Budgeted: Yes  

 
Fiscal Analysis:  

Narrative: 
This project was included in the adopted FY 2013-14 budget under the Water Resources Division of the 
Public Works Department as shown on page D-176 in the budget book.  The engineer’s estimate for 
Lower Mission Creek Project, Reach 1A – Water Relocation and Parking Lot Modification, is under 
$45,000 and is eligible to be a negotiated contract in accordance with the Alternative Bidding 
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Procedures set forth in the California Public Contract Code and previously adopted by the District’s 
Board of Directors.  No General Fund monies will be utilized by this project. 
 
This project is also included in the County Capital Improvement Program on page B-136. 
 
Special Instructions:  

Direct the Clerk of the Board to send a copy of the minute order of this action to the Flood Control 
District office:  Attn:  Christina Lopez. 
 
Attachments:  

Exhibit 1: Map 
Plans and Specifications (available on the Clerk of the Board website and hard copies are available at 
the Clerk of Board office in Santa Barbara and the Fifth Supervisorial District office in Santa Maria) 

Authored by: Matt Griffin, Civil Engineer Specialist, 884-8074 
 




