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February 3, 2014 
 
Mr. John P. Donnelly 
Executive Director 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
1807 13th St Ste 103 
Sacramento CA 95814 
 
Dear Mr. Donnelly, 
 
Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa islands are biological jewels and provide a unique 
opportunity for the protection and enhancement of native ecosystems.  Located in Santa 
Barbara County, these islands are home to sixteen state and federally listed threatened 
and endangered plant and animal species.  Noxious and invasive weeds present a 
significant threat to native plants.   
 
The Nature Conservancy and the National Park Service who own and manage these 
islands are applying to the Wildlife Conservation Board for funding to protect 
ecosystems and eradicate invasive species.  As a park and preserve, these islands will 
be preserved in a natural state and serve as a reminder of what California looked like 
before cities, farms, and freeways. The Nature Conservancy and the National Park 
Service are in the position to have the most direct effect on conditions on the island. 
Funding from the Wildlife Conservation Board is important to eliminate noxious and 
invasive weeds. 
 
The County of Santa Barbara Agricultural Commissioner's Office supports The Nature 
Conservancy’s application to your board for funding to map and eradicate noxious and 
invasive weeds on Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa islands. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Chang 
Agricultural Program Specialist  
 
 
 
 
 





United States Department of the Interior 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
OSEVEN00-2014-CPA-0073 

Mr. John Donnelly 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SER VICE 
Ventura Fish and Wildlife Office 

2493 Portola Road, Suite B 
Ventura, California 93003 

February 5, 2014 

Wildlife Conservation Board, Executive Director 
1807 13th Street, Suite 103 
Sacramento, California 95811 

Dear Mr. Donnelly: 

Channel Islands National Park is an important biological resource that provides unique opportunities for 
wildlife habitat (such as coastal wetlands) and sanctuary for rare plants and lichen that could not survive 
on the developed mainland. Both Santa Cruz and Santa Rosa Islands are home to 14 federally endangered 
or threatened plant taxa. Decades of over-use by grazing animals have put many of these species at risk. 
Active restoration by The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the National Park Service is required to 
prevent invasive species from out-competing these imperiled species. The isolation of the islands also 
provides greater opportunity for the management of key threats, such as invasive species. 

The proposal submitted to Wildlife Conservation Board by TNC addresses the threat of invasive 
invertebrates and plants using efficient methodologies pioneered and proven to work on Santa Cruz 
Island. This comprehensive invasives management program addresses fundamentally damaging, habitat 
- modifying invasive species while proactively collaborating on biosecurity efforts. 

The invasive species management techniques demonstrated on Santa Cruz Island have been replicated on 
other islands, magnifying the effect of the Santa Cruz Island program. The Nature Conservancy's invasive 
weed program has influenced programs in Hawaii and this proposal would bring the program to 
neighboring Santa Rosa Island. Similarly, in the short time the Argentine ant program has been underway 
on Santa Cruz Island, the U.S. Navy has begun to implement TNC's ant eradication protocol on San 
Clemente and San Nicolas Islands, both of which are owned and managed by the Navy. 

The Nature Conservancy' s vision for restoration on the Channel Islands will benefit the rare and 
endangered species of the Channel Islands, and preserve functional ecosystems for future generations. I 
hope you will you will support TNC in the active restoration of the California Channel Islands. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter of support, please contact Colleen Draguesku of my staff at 
805-644-1766, ext. 229. 

Sincerely, #-:' 
~, y# 

' ~- .~ ~ .·2_.z 
Ste hen P. Henry / 
Acting Field Supervisor 
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