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 Community Choice : A Proven Model 
BENEFITS: 
• Choice and Competition 
 
• Revenue Stays Local 
 
• Cleaner Energy – Cheaper Rates 
 
• Local Control of Power 

 
 

 
 

 



Cleaner Energy – Cheaper Rates  



 
Cities & Citizens Are Saving Money 
 
Marin and Sonoma’s electric rates are lower than PG&E.  Thus… 
 
 

• MCE’s residential customers saved nearly $6M in 2014; greater savings 
expected in 2015 

 

•   Phase I customers (commercial) in Sonoma saved $6M in the first seven                 
months of service.  

 

•   Sonoma’s current rates are 5-8% lower than PG&E’s rates;  
Greater savings expected in 2015. 
 

• The City of San Rafael (municipal operations) saved  
        $77,000 - 2013/2014 
 

• The City of Richmond (municipal operations) saved 
        $107,000 -2014 
 

• West Contra Costa Unified School District is projected to  
        save $66,000 per year from its operations in Richmond and San Pablo.  
 

 

 
 



Local Control of Power 
• Rate Setting 
• Incentives for Local Renewable Energy: 

– Feed-In Tariffs 
– Favorable Net Energy Metering 

• Local Energy Efficiency Programs 
 

 



Sonoma Clean Power 

 



Jurisdictions With Community Choice Resolutions 
Windsor 
Sonoma 
Cotati 
Santa Rosa  
Cloverdale 
Sebastopol 
Rohnert Park (p) 
Petaluma (p) 
Mill Valley 
Fairfax 
San Anselmo 
Sausalito 
Tiburon 
San Rafael 
Novato 
Ross 
Larkspur   
Richmond  
Corte Madera 
Belvedere 

El Cerrito (p) 
San Pablo (p) 
Lancaster (p) 
Carson  
Manhattan Beach 
Santa Monica 
Torrance  
Hermosa Beach 
Redondo Beach 
Beverly Hills 
Palos Verdes 
Solana Beach 
Berkeley 
San Francisco 
Clovis 
Corcoran 
Dinuba 
Fresno 
Hanford 
Kerman 

Kingburg 
Lemoore 
Parlier 
Reedley 
Sanger 
Selman 
Salinas 
Santa Cruz 
Capitola 
Watsonville 
Soledad 
Del Rey Oaks 
Sand City 
Marina 
Pacific Grove 
Sea Side  
San Juan Bautista 
Gonzales 
Hollister 
King City  

Greenfield 
Carmel 
Monterey 
Morro Bay 
 
Counties: 
San Francisco 
Monterey 
San Benito 
San Diego 
Sonoma 
Marin 
Alameda 
Santa Cruz 
Kings 
Napa (p)  
San Mateo 
Los Angeles  
   

 

Bold = part of existing Community Choice program 
(p)    = will soon join Community Choice program (yet to launch) 
Red  = Southern California Edison Territory 



Phase 1: Feasibility Evaluation - $1.3 M* 
 Step 1: Solicit consultants and prepare  
 feasibility study (FY 15/16) 
 Step 2: Outreach, market studies (TBD) 
 Step 3: Draft implementation Plan (TBD) 
 
* All costs incurred are recoverable upon program 
launch 
 
** Estimated Gross Annual Value of San Mateo 
County CCA: $356 M 
 

Community Choice: The Path Forward 



Step 1: Feasibility Study 
• Size of program 
• Forecasted Demand 
• Rate / Price Modeling 
• Power supply scenarios 

– Job creation 
– GHG emissions 
– Rates 

• Start up Costs 
• Robust Risk Analysis 

Cost: $100 – 200 K 
 

Community Choice: The Path Forward 





Thank You! 
Jefferson Litten 

jlitten@cecmail.org 
805.963.0583 x 105 

mailto:jlitten@cecmail.org


Los Angeles County – Unanimous 
Resolution 

• WE, THEREFORE, MOVE that the County Office of Sustainability, in the Internal 
Services Department, in cooperation with the Chief Executive Office:  

 
• Assess the costs, benefits and risks associated with developing a Community Choice 

Aggregation program within the County;  
 

• Summarize other jurisdictions’ experiences in implementing CCA programs and 
impacts on consumers’ electricity costs;  

 
• Identify potential CCA governance and financial models for ongoing operations;  
 
• Work with cities within the County to gauge their interest in CCA and to assess the 

potential benefits of consistency and scale in a countywide CCA program;  
 
• Meet with local utilities to assess the potential benefits of partnering to develop a 

CCA in the region;  
 

• Identify up to $150,000 in funding to conduct a feasibility analysis of initiating a CCA;  
 
• Submit a written report to the Board of Supervisors in 90 days on these issues, with a 

recommendation on additional actions required to implement a Community Choice 
Aggregation program.  
 



 Community Choice: The Opportunity 

• Environmental  
• Choice 
• Economic  
 - Short Term 
 - Long Term 



Risk Mitigation: Joint Powers Authority 
• JPA insulates the participants from liabilities 

taken on by CCE 
– No Risk to General Funds of participants 

• JPA provides a structure for decision-making 
• Representation from each participant 

– Each participant will appoint one member to Board 
of Directors 



Source: Bloomberg New Energy Finance, April 14 2015 



CCE: What are the Risks? 
 

• Price Risk  
• Political Risk 
• Regulatory Risk 
 
What is the Worst Case Scenario? 
  CCE Program Fails 
• No service interruption risk to customers 
 
• No monetary risk to cities 



Important Facts About Community Choice 

• CCE does not replace SCE or PG&E 
– Transmission  
– Billing 
– Opt out 

• Community Choice creates a not-for- profit 
Government Agency 
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