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June 4th, 2015 # 2

Santa Maria, Ca.

Laguna County Sanitation District Board of Directors
4th Floor County Administration Building

105 East Anapamu Street,

Santa Barbara, Ca. 93101

Dear Directors,

Re: Notice of Public Hearing Regarding Proposed Rates and Fees dated April 28, 2015.
I strongly protest against and object to any increase in the Laguna Sanitation District rates or fees.

The following are some of the reasons why:
1.The current rates are already excessively high. Most sewer service is about $20/month. Bakersfield

charges $13.86/month for a single family residence. Visalia charges $26.45 ($13.25 for seniors)
monthly. Ventura charges $19.96 bi-monthly. San Luis Obispo is less than $10/month and Las Vegas is
$60.33 quarterly or $20.11 monthly. The city of Santa Maria charges $75 monthly for Trash and Sewer

together.

2.When the cost of sewer is more than the cost for water, something is drastically wrong.
3.For Seniors on fixed or declining incomes, a rate increase is unwelcome and an unneeded hardship.

4.With the current water restrictions there will be less sewage and therefore less demand for
increased sewage treatment.

5.Fees were just raised a little over a year ago.

6.The current excessively high fees (2 to 8 times more than that of most cities as cited above) suggest
serious problems in the management of the sewer district from possible diversion of funds, to
ineptness, fraud, waste and/or abuse. A review by outside experts in sewage treatment should be
conducted as well as an independent audit by an outside auditor.

| sincerely hope that the Laguna County Sanitation District will treat the county residents honestly and
fairly and reduce rather than increase the fees to be compatible with the reasonable levels of most
communities as cited above.

Sincerely, !

Celies s
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APRIL 30, 2015

County Board of Supervisors
Hearing Room-511 East Lakeside Parkway
.Santa Maria, Ca 93455 :

Re: Laguna Sanitation raising Sewer rates

| am again this year attempting to argue that rates should not be raised
again for the year 2015-2016.

I have lived in my house for 45 years and have seen the rates go up
steadily, the only access | have to the increases has been on my
property taxes from 2000-2001 to current 2014-2015. During this time the
rate per year has gone from 194.54 to 814.04 and now Laguna has

requested they go up to 910.60.

| am on a fixed income, as i'm sure a lot of the elderly homeowners are,

and since my husband died nearly 3 years ago, i only have my social
security to live on and this added expense does not make my life easier.

How in heavens name can you allow this company to raise their rates
this much? This notice they sent us looks like junk mail, it is a flyer
with one side addressed to "Current Resident" and the other side With
Culligan and Rayne Water conditioning. | am attaching a copy of what
was sent. Without thinking most of us would throw away this junk mail.

Just hopefully you will receive protests but probably not enough, as i
can see there has to be a 51 percent of rejection before you would even

consider it.

I will do my best to get out there and taik to people about this, and also
sending a letter to the Santa Maria Times.

Dorothea Laurenzano
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LAGUNA COUNTY SANITATION DISTRICT
Serving Orcutt and Unincorporated Santa Maria Since 1958

Notice of Public Hearing Regarding Proposed Rates and Fees
- Notice Date: April 28, 2015, Hearing Date: June 16, 2015

The Laguna County Sanitation District Board of Directors (Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors) will be conducting a hearing
to consider adoption of sewer rates for fiscal year 2015-2016 on Tuesday June 16, 2015 at 9:00 am or thereafter at the board hear-
ing room in the Betteravia Government Center at 511 East Lakeside Parkway in Santa Maria. As presented to the Board onh October
11, 2011, the District is planning to replace and upgrade treatment facilities. A financial plan to accommodate current operating
costs as well as the costs for the proposed improvements include a 12% increase for the next fiscal year. Residential customers are
billed on a flat rate for single family and multiple family units, institutional customers are billed on a per capita basis, and commer-
cial customers are billed based on water use and waste strength. The sewer charge is typically billed on the tax roll. A typical
household would see an increase of $8.13 per month. The table below shows the current and proposed rates:

Current Sewer Charge Praposed Sewer Charge
Customer Type Annual Monthly Annual Monthly
Single Family Residence $813.04 $67.75 $910.60 $75.88
Multiple Family/Condo/Mobile $731.73 $60.98 $819.54 $68.29
- Commercial -~~~ Based on type, flow and loading Based type, flow and loading
Schools per Staff/Student $42 .43 /capita . I $3.53/capita $47.52/capita I $3.96/capita

At the hearing, the Board shall consider written protests by property owners to the proposed action to increase the sewer charges.
Written protests must include the owner’s address or assessor’s parcel number and should be submitted to the Clerk of the Board
on the 4th floor of the County Administration Building at 105 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101. The rate increase will
not be imposed if written protest by the majority of property owners is presented. Questions or comments may be directed to the
Laguna County Sanitation District office at 620 West Foster Road in Santa Maria, CA 93455 or by phone at 805-738-8750.

NEWS AND INFORMATION

HELP PREVENT SEWER BACK-UPS

Regular Maintenance
Most sewer systems rely on gravity flow to operate. Your sewer lateral, which extends from your building to the sewer main, peri-

odically requires maintenance to help prevent flow obstructions. The age and material of your lateral play a factor but
ordinarily roots from trees and shrubs are attracted to water and if your lateral line is cracked, roots will grow towards the water
source, enter the lateral line and eventually obstruct flow. lllegal ‘disposal of substances such as cooking grease further contribute

to plugging problems. Contact a licensed plumber or drain service for your maintenance needs.

‘‘‘‘‘ Backwater Valve
Backwater valves are used on lateral lines to prevent back-ups due to obstructions in the main line. The District requires backwater

valves on all new and replacement laterals. Existing building laterals must have backwater valves if the drainage fixtures are lower
than the next upstream manhole cover. Only backwater valves approved by the California Plumbing Code may be used. Installation
of such devices may require a permit and should periodically be inspected to ensure it is in good working order.

Additional Measures . :

Do not dispose of trash items such as toilet wipes or scrubs, or substances such as egg shells, cooking oil, fat or grease through the
sewer. It is against the County Code for anyone to dispose of such substances from whatever source through the sewer. Commer-
cial operations such as restaurants are required to have grease traps or interceptors and industrial waste generators are required to

install a pre-treatment facilities to remove these wastes from the sewer system.
** [fyou are not the property owner, please give this notice to your landlord, property manager or property owner.

RECIPE FOR A EAT FREE SEWER &F

Cooking oil and grease clog sewers. Keep them out of the drain by scraping plates and cookware clean and pour out all cooking
oil and erease into a can or bae and dispose of in the trash. Use plastic bags to prevent leaks.




Exchange otir Water Softener:and-Save:5400L:

hitp://uwww.eculligan.comn

2239 otith ,ak]ey

http S drarw; raynewater com

* This program is limited to residential homeowners who own an operable salt load regenerating water softener and are served by the Laguna County
Sanitation District. Qualifying customer must enter into a 2-year service agreement with Culligan or Rayne. After proof of removal of existing regen-
erating water softener and a 2-year service agreement, the District will deposit $250.00 to your water softener service account with either Culligan or
Rayne. Early termination may result in penalties. For additional questions regarding wastewater treatment and the need to reduce salt, please call

the Laguna County Sanitation District at 739-8750.

— e e

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Laguna County
Sanitation District will consider adopting sewer
service rates and fees at a public hearing to be

held as follows:

Date: June 16, 2015
Time: 9:00 am or thereafter
Place: County Board of Supervisors Hearing Room
511 East Lakeside Parkway
Santa Maria CA 93455
County Board of Supervisors Hearing Room
105 East Anapamu Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Laguna County Sanitation District
620 West Foster Road
Santa Maria, CA 93455

B LT LT A TR e L (R
e p | TO*SCH 5-DIGIT 93455
Current Resident

368 E Waller Ln
Santa Maria CA 93455-2059

PRSRT STD
US Postage
PAID
Santa Maria, CA
Permit #37

“PLEASE DO NOT DISPOSE OF MEDICATIONS IN THE TOILET

You can dispose of your household medications for free at drop-boxes located at each of the Sheriff's nine substations throughout the
county. Residents can bring all types of unwanted medications, including prescription and over-the-counter drugs. Please keep medi-
cations in their original containers and remove or scratch out all personal information, including name, address and phone number.
The program is for the disposal of medications by individuals and households only. Medical professionals are not eligible. The nearest

location is shown below:

Accepted ltems LOCAL COLLECTION Jteims NOT.accepted
« .Over-the-counter medications: Santa Barbara.County Sheriff »  Needles anid.other “shaips”
912.A-West Foster-Road * _ Hazardobus wastes,

e Prescription medications

*  Medication samples

*  Medications for household pets
s Medicated lotions

Santa-Meria e Persohal.care products

¢  Empty fiedicine’containérs.

‘s Thermometefs

Sewer System Management
For your information, the Laguna County Sanitation District sewer collection system is regulated by the State Water

Resources Control Board. A sewer system management plan addressing its operation can be viewed at :
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Serving Orcutt and Unincorporated Santa Maria Since 1958

Notice of Public Hearing Regarding Proposed Rates and Fees
Notice Date: April 28, 2015, Hearing Date: June 16, 2015

The Laguna County Sanitation District Board of Directors {Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors) will be conducting a hearing
to consider adoption of sewer rates for fiscal year 2015-2016 on Tuesday June 16, 2015 at 9:00 am or thereafter at the board hear-
ing room in the Betteravia Government Center at 511 East Lakeside Parkway in Santa Maria. As presented to the Board on October
11, 2011, the District is planning to replace and upgrade treatment faciities. A financial plan to accommodate current operating
costs as well as the costs for the proposed improvements include a 12% increase for the next fiscal year. Residential customers are
billed on a flat rate for single family and multiple family units, institutional customers are billed on a per capita basis, and commer-
cial customers are billed based on water use and waste strength. The sewer charge is typically billed on the tax roll. A typical
household would see an increase of $8.13 per month. The table below shows the current and proposed rates: ’

: Current Sewer Charge . Proposed Sewer Charge
Customer Type Annual Monthly Annual Monthly
Single Family Residence $813.04 $67.75 $910.60 $75.88
Multiple Family/Condo/Mobile $731.73 $60.98 $819.54 _. 56829
Commercial Based on type, flow and loading Based type, flow and loading
Schools per Staff/Student $42.43/capita I $3.53/capita $47.52/capita I $3.96/capita

At the hearing, the Board shall consider written protests by property owners to the proposed action to increase the sewer charges.
Written protests must include the owner’s address or assessor’s parcel number and should be submitted to the Clerk of the Board
on the 4th floor of the County Administration Building at 105 East Anapamu Street, Santa Barbara, CA 93101. Thexate:increase-wil|

Laguna County Sanitation District office at 620 West Foster Road in Santa Maria, CA 93455 or by phone at 805-739-8750.

NEWS AND INFORMATION

HELP PREVENT SEWER BACK-UPS

Regular Maintenance
Most sewer systems rely on gravity flow to operate. Your sewer lateral, which extends from your building to the sewer main, peri-

odically requires maintenance to help prevent flow obstructions. The age and material of your lateral play a factor but
ordinarily roots from trees and shrubs are attracted to water and if your lateral line is cracked, roots will grow towards the water
source, enter the lateral line and eventually obstruct flow. Illegal disposal of substances such as cooking grease further contribute

to plugging problems. Contact a licensed plumber or drain service for your maintenance needs. :

Backwater Valve
Backwater valves are used on lateral lines to prevent back-ups due to obstructions in the main line. The District requires backwater

valves on all new and replacement laterals. Existing building laterals must have backwater valves if the drainage fixtures are lower
than the next upstream manhole cover. Only backwater valves approved by the California Plumbing Code may be used. installation

of such devices may require a permit and should periodically be inspected to ensure it is in good working order,

Additional Measures
Do not dispose of trash items such as toilet wipes or scrubs, or substances such as egg shells, cooking oil, fat or grease through the

sewer. It is against the County Code for anyone to dispose of such substances from whatever source through the sewer. Commer-
cial operations such as restaurants are required to have grease traps or interceptors and industrial waste generators are required to

install a pre-treatment facilities to remove these wastes from the sewer system.
** If you are not the property owner, please give this notice to your landlord, property manager or property owner.

RECIPE.FOR A FAT FREE SEWER &

Cooking oil and grease clog sewers. keep them out of the drain by scraping plates and cookware clean and pour out all cooking

oil and grease into a can or bag and dispose of in the trash. Use plastic bags to prevent leaks.




