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STANDARD TERMS & CONDITIONS 
FOR INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 

 

 
THESE TERMS & CONDITIONS apply to the Contract established between the County of Santa Barbara, a political subdivision of the State of California (“we/us/our”) by its Purchasing 
Division (“Purchasing”), and the individual or entity identified as “Vendor” on the Contract form to which this document is attached (“you/your”), including your agents, employees or sub-
contractors.  Your signature means you’ve read and accepted these terms and conditions. 

1. SCOPE OF SERVICES / COMPENSATION.  You agree to provide services to us, and we agree to pay you, according to the attached Statement of Work.  (The term “Statement of 
Work” refers to all attached language describing the services to be performed and the compensation to be paid, whether found in a Proposal, Estimate, Quote, correspondence, and/or any 
other attached document, and includes the narrative text appearing on the Contract form, plus any subsequent amendment.)  All work is to be performed under the direction of the 
“Designee” (that is, the person designated by the department identified in the Ship-To box on the Contract form).  Payment will be subject to satisfactory performance as determined by the 
Designee.  You will be entitled to reimbursement for only those expenses specifically identified in the Statement of Work. 

2. STATUS AS INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR.  You will perform all of your services under this Contract as an independent contractor and not as our employee.  You understand and 
acknowledge that you will not be entitled to any of the benefits of a County employee, including but not limited to vacation, sick leave, administrative leave, health insurance, disability 
insurance, retirement, unemployment insurance, workers' compensation and protection of tenure.  You warrant that you are authorized by law to perform all work contemplated in this 
Contract, and you agree to submit, upon request, verification of licensure or registration, or other applicable evidence of official sanction. 

3. BILLING & PAYMENT.  You must submit your invoice, which must include the contract number we assign (see Contract form), to the Bill-To address on the Contract form, 
following completion of the increments identified in the Statement of Work.  Unless otherwise specified in the Contract, we will pay you within thirty (30) days from presentation of invoice. 

4. TAXES.  We will not be responsible for paying any taxes on your behalf, and should we be required to do so by state, federal, or local taxing agencies, you agree to promptly 
reimburse us for the full value of such taxes paid plus interest and penalty assessed, if any.  These taxes include, but are not limited to, the following: FICA (Social Security), unemployment 
insurance contributions, income tax, disability insurance, and workers' compensation insurance. 

5. CONFLICT OF INTEREST.  You covenant that you presently have no interest and will not acquire any interest, direct or indirect, which would conflict in any manner or degree with the 
performance of services required to be performed under this Contract. You further covenant that in the performance of this Contract, you will employ no person having any such interest. 

6. OWNERSHIP OF DOCUMENTS.  We will be the owner of the following items incidental to this Contract, upon production and whether or not completed: all data collected, all 
documents of any type whatsoever (paper or electronic), and any material necessary for the practical use of the data and/or documents from the time of collection and/or production, 
whether or not performance under this Contract is completed or terminated prior to completion.  You will not release any materials under this paragraph except after our prior written 
approval. 

6.1. Copyright.  No materials produced in whole or in part under this Contract will be subject to copyright in the United States or in any other country except as determined at our sole 
discretion.  We will have the unrestricted authority to publish, disclose, distribute, and otherwise use in whole or in part, any reports, data, documents or other materials prepared under this 
Contract. 

7. RECORDS, AUDIT, AND REVIEW.  You must keep such business records pursuant to this Contract as would be kept by a reasonably prudent practitioner of your profession, and will 
maintain those records for at least four (4) years following the termination of this Contract.  All accounting records must be kept in accordance with generally accepted accounting practices. 
We will have the right to audit and review all such documents and records at any time during your regular business hours or upon reasonable notice. 

8. INSURANCE AND INDEMNIFICATON.  You agree to the indemnification and insurance provisions as set forth in Exhibit X attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference. The 
Exhibit refers to “COUNTY” in lieu of (“we/us/our”) and “CONTRACTOR” in lieu of (“you/your”). 

9. NONDISCRIMINATION.  The County’s Unlawful Discrimination Ordinance (Article XIII of Chapter 2 of the Santa Barbara County Code) applies to this Contract and is incorporated 
into the Contract by this reference with the same force and effect as if the ordinance were specifically set out herein, and you agree to comply with that ordinance. 

10. NONEXCLUSIVE AGREEMENT.  You understand that this is not an exclusive Contract and that we have the right to negotiate with and enter into contracts with others providing the 
same or similar services as those you provide.  You must disclose to Purchasing any other contracts under which you are providing services to the County. 

11. ASSIGNMENT.  You will not assign any of your rights nor transfer any of your obligations under this Contract without our prior written consent, and any attempt to so assign or so 
transfer without such consent shall be void and without legal effect and shall constitute grounds for termination. 

12. TERMINATION.  For Convenience: Either you or we may, for any reason, prior to the expiration date of this contract, terminate this contract upon thirty (30) days notice in writing to 
the other.  For Cause: Upon a material breach of the Contract by either you or us, the other may terminate by written notice as specified in paragraph 13. 

12.1. Work In Progress.  Unless otherwise directed in the notice of termination, all work under the Contract must be immediately halted, and you must deliver to us all documents 
specified in paragraph 6. 

12.2. Payment.  We will pay you for services evident to, and performed to the satisfaction of, the Designee prior to notice of termination. However, in no event will we pay you any amount 
that exceeds the stated value of this Contract, nor for profit on unperformed portions of service.  You must furnish to us, if requested, such financial information as we determine necessary 
to assess the reasonable value of any services you may have performed prior to any termination.  In the event of any dispute, our conclusion will be final and binding. These provisions are 
cumulative and will not affect any right or remedy which we may have in law or equity. 

13. NOTICE.  From You: You must send or deliver any required notice to both the Designee and to Purchasing at the addresses appearing on the Contract form.  From Us: Either 
Designee or Purchasing must send or deliver any required notice to you at the address last known to the sender, with a copy also sent to the other of us. Effective Date: Notices mailed by 
US Postal Service first-class, receipt of which is unacknowledged, are effective three days from date of mailing.  Other notices are effective upon delivery by hand, proof of delivery by 
common carrier, or acknowledgement of receipt, whichever is earlier. 

14. AMENDMENT.  This Contract may be altered, amended or modified only by an instrument in writing (executed by Purchasing) and by no other means. 

15. PARKING.  This Contract does not entitle you to park in any County lot at the Santa Barbara downtown complex.  Failure to comply may result in your vehicle being ticketed or 
towed without notice.  Exceptions for extraordinary circumstances may only be made upon prior written approval of the Parking Coordinator (568-2650).  For on-street parking for 
construction or delivery operations, you may instead wish to seek a “Parking Restriction Waiver Permit” from the City of Santa Barbara (564-5385).  Public parking lots are available across 
from the County’s downtown complex along Anacapa Street. 

16. CALIFORNIA LAW.  This Contract is governed by the laws of the State of California.  Any litigation regarding this Contract or its contents must be filed in the County of Santa 
Barbara, if in state court, or in the federal district court nearest to Santa Barbara County, if in federal court. 

17. PRECEDENCE.  In the event of conflict between the provisions contained in these numbered paragraphs and the provisions contained in the Statement of Work, the 
provisions of this document shall prevail unless 1) otherwise specified on the Contract form to which this document is attached, or 2) waived by amendment hereon with dated 
initials of Purchasing staff. 




