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EVT Board of Directors (2/19/16) 

The Economic Vitality Team is a division of the Chamber of Commerce of the Santa Barbara 
Region.  Oversight of the work of the EVT is vested with an outstanding group of Board 
Members from across Santa Barbara County.  These outstanding individuals are helping to 
ensure Santa Barbara County is a vibrant, thriving region from Carpinteria to Lompoc, Santa 
Maria, Guadalupe and beyond. 

Buellton 
Kathy Vreeland 
Executive Director 
Buellton Chamber of Commerce 

Morgen McLaughlin 
Executive Director 
Santa Barbara Vinters Association 

Carpinteria 
Joyce Donaldson 
President/CEO 
Carpinteria Valley Chamber of Commerce 

OPENING 

County of Santa Barbara 
Joseph Toney 
Interim Deputy County Executive Office 
County of Santa Barbara 

Goleta 
Kristen Miller 
President/CEO 
Goleta Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Kirsten Zimmer Deshler 
Director of Governmental Affairs 
University of California Santa Barbara 

Jaime Valdez 
Economic Development Coordinator 
City of Goleta 

Lompoc 
Ken Ostini 
President/CEO 
Lompoc Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Tim Harrington 
Business Advisor 
California SBDC 

Tom Davidson 
Broker 
Lee & Associates Commercial Real Estate 

Santa Barbara 
Ken Oplinger, ACE 
President/CEO 
The Chamber of the Santa Barbara Region 

Michael Holliday 
Principal Architect 
DMHA Architecture + Interior Design 

Jim Turner 
Broker 
Radius Commercial Real Estate & 
Investments 

Santa Maria 
Glenn Morris 
President/CEO 

Chris Slaughter 
Executive Director 
Santa Maria Valley Discovery Museum 
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Santa Maria (cont.) 
Cameron Stephens 
Vice President 
SM Tire 
 
Solvang 
Tracy Beard 
Executive Director 
Solvang Chamber of Commerce 
 
Dr. Ken Harwood 
Economist 
 
EVT Liaisons 
Arleen Peister 
Planning & Economic Development Director 
City of Solvang 
 
Teresa Gallavan 
Economic Development Director/ Asst. City 
Administrator 
City of Lompoc 
 
Tom Flavin 
Contractor Economic Development 
Santa Maria Chamber 
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(http://www.pacbiztimes.com?pasID=MjIxNzE=&pasZONE=MjExNTE=)

Proudly serving Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties

Group tackles broadband in Tri-Counties
By Philip Joens   /   Friday, June 19th, 2015  /   No Comments

A group of tri-county business leaders has launched an effort to map areas of the Tri-Counties that lack broadband service, paving the way for improvements and
ultimately a tool to recruit new businesses to the area.

The Broadband Consortium of the Pacific Coast was formed about a year ago, and is a group made of community and corporate representatives from Santa Barbra,
San Luis Obispo and Ventura counties.

The advocacy group works with local and state governments to plan improvements to internet infrastructure throughout the tri-counties.

Zoe Taylor, Director of Economic Development for the Santa Barbra Chamber of Commerce, said that businesses and residents don’t have enough bandwidth to
keep up with modern technology.

“There are between the computers, iPods and phones there are five devices in a home, and at times up there not even enough bandwidth for all the devices in the
home” Taylor said.

“A lot of our tech companies need more bandwidth.”

According to the group, over 70 percent of Ventura County is not covered by broadband internet. Members of the group say that there are countless areas throughout
the Tri-counties with “dark fibers” or areas with little or no high speed service.

Michael Manchak, President of the San Louis Obispo Economic Vitality Corp. said that few people realize the potential that higher internet speeds can bring to
businesses.

“My analogy is akin to everyone promoting farming, but not knowing how much water you have,” Manchak said.

Manchak said San Louis Obispo County tech companies need higher speed internet to connect with customers. “Why it’s so important here in this county is we have
all these businesses, but they have few, if any, customers here.”

Teressa Gallavan, Lompoc Deputy Executive Director, said businesses have asked about internet connectivity at Lompoc Rotary Club meetings.

“There are certain businesses like GeoDigital, SpaceX and Raytheon that want to come in, and having greater infrastructure can help facilitate businesses,” Gallavan
said.

Kirsten McLaughlin, Public Affairs Manager for Cox Communications, said Cox was initially approached by Santa Barbra Chamber of Commerce President Ken
Oplinger. McLaughlin said Cox loves being part of the group because it serves the community.

“Broadband issues are our issues,” McLaughlin said.

Cox serves parts of southern Santa Barbra County. Those parts of Santa Barbra county are well covered ion high speed internet, but McLaughlin said Cox still wants
to help the group.

“I think it’s a little less relevant in our service area because we already have the infrastructure in our service areas.”

The group is still very much in an advocacy phase, but it is trying to help local governments by mapping areas with high and low internet connectivity.

Cox serves parts of southern Santa Barbra County. Those parts of Santa Barbra county are well covered ion high speed internet, but McLaughlin said Cox still wants
to help the group.

“I think it’s a little less relevant in our service area because we already have the infrastructure in our service areas.”

The group is still very much in an advocacy phase, but it is trying to help local governments by mapping areas with high and low internet connectivity.

An executive order signed into law by former Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger allowed additional broadband to be installed whenever public money was used to fund

6/22/15, 2:20 PM
Attachment G

11 of 14




