Honorable Board of Supervisors, May 2, 2016

We are aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and friends of an individual suffering from mental illness.
We have watched the negative effects of his illness on himself, us, his parents and on the
community around him. He battles daily to find the right path, and sometimes loses that battle
because his illness makes him incapable of seeking the treatment he needs. His parents have
exhausted many resources trying to get him help and treatment, but because of his illness, these
efforts have all been in vain. This individual could go the rest of his life losing his battle with
mental illness, incapable of living at peace in his home community. '

Laura’s Law helps those with severe mental illness access the services they need. In the arena of
mental health, it feels like there is so little that family members can do to help because of the
way the laws work. Families who seek wellness and safety are met with laws that make it almost
impossible for them to provide help to a person severely struggling. Even if a county has
outstanding mental health services, these cannot be accessed by those most affected by mental
illness. Those that are mildly affected by mental illness, can and do get the help they need. But it
is those that are severely affected, that need Laura’s Law to help them receive access to the
services and treatments available.

We also understand that there is grant money available from SAMSHA (Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration) to fund a startup program in our county. But the
deadline for application is mid-June. So the timing is critical.

Without the help of the community through Laura’s Law, people with severe mental illness
could experience homelessness, arrest, incarceration, and psychiatric hospitalization. Please pass
Laura’s Law and allow these people in our community to actually access the mental treatment
that will help them.

Sincerely,
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Honorable Board of Supervisors,

We are aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and friends of an individual suffering from mental illness.
We have watched the negative effects of his illness on himself, us, his parents and on the
community around him. He battles daily to find the right path, and sometimes loses that battle
because his illness makes him incapable of seeking the treatment he needs. His parents have
exhausted many resources trying to get him help and treatment, but because of his illness, these
efforts have all been in vain. This individual could go the rest of his life losing his battle with
mental illness, incapable of living at peace in his home community.

Laura’s Law helps those with severe mental illness access the services they need. In the arena of
mental health, it feels like there is so little that family members can do to help because of the
way the laws work. Families who seek wellness and safety are met with laws that make it almost
impossible for them to provide help to a person severely struggling. Even if a county has
outstanding mental health services, these cannot be accessed by those most affected by mental
illness. Those that are mildly affected by mental illness, can and do get the help they need. But it
is those that are severely affected, that need Laura’s Law to help them receive access to the
services and treatments available.

We also understand that there is grant money available from SAMSHA (Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration) to fund a startup program in our county. But the
deadline for application is mid-June. So the timing is critical.

Without the help of the community through Laura’s Law, people with severe mental illness
could experience homelessness, arrest, incarceration, and psychiatric hospitalization. Please pass
Laura’s Law and allow these people in our community to actually access the mental treatment

that will help them.
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Honorable Board of Supervisors, May 2, 2016

We are aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and friends of an individual suffering from mental illness.
We have watched the negative effects of his illness on himself, us, his parents and on the
community around him. He battles daily to find the right path, and sometimes loses that battle
because his illness makes him incapable of seeking the treatment he needs. His parents have
exhausted many resources trying to get him help and treatment, but because of his illness, these
efforts have all been in vain. This individual could go the rest of his life losing his battle with
mental illness, incapable of living at peace in his home community.

Laura’s Law helps those with severe mental illness access the services they need. In the arena of
mental health, it feels like there is so little that family members can do to help because of the
way the laws work. Families who seek wellness and safety are met with laws that make it almost
impossible for them to provide help to a person severely struggling. Even if a county has
outstanding mental health services, these cannot be accessed by those most affected by mental
illness. Those that are mildly affected by mental illness, can and do get the help they need. But it
is those that are severely affected, that need Laura’s Law to help them receive access to the
services and treatments available.

We also understand that there is grant money available from SAMSHA (Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration) to fund a startup program in our county. But the
deadline for application is mid-June. So the timing is critical.

Without the help of the community through Laura’s Law, people with severe mental illness
could experience homelessness, arrest, incarceration, and psychiatric hospitalization. Please pass
Laura’s Law and allow these people in our community to actually access the mental treatment
that will help them.
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Honorable Board of Supervisors, May 2, 2016

We are aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and friends of an individual suffering from mental illness.
We have watched the negative effects of his illness on himself, us, his parents and on the
community around him. He battles daily to find the right path, and sometimes loses that battle
because his illness makes him incapable of seeking the treatment he needs. His parents have
exhausted many resources trying to get him help and treatment, but because of his illness, these
efforts have all been in vain. This individual could go the rest of his life losing his battle with
mental illness, incapable of living at peace in his home community.

Laura’s Law helps those with severe mental illness access the services they need. In the arena of
mental health, it feels like there is so little that family members can do to help because of the
way the laws work. Families who seek wellness and safety are met with laws that make it almost
impossible for them to provide help to a person severely struggling. Even if a county has
outstanding mental health services, these cannot be accessed by those most affected by mental
illness. Those that are mildly affected by mental illness, can and do get the help they need. But it

is those that are severely affected, that need Laura’s Law to help them receive access to the
services and treatments available.

We also understand that there is grant money available from SAMSHA (Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration) to fund a startup program in our county. But the
deadline for application is mid-June. So the timing is critical.

Without the help of the community through Laura’s Law, people with severe mental illness
could experience homelessness, arrest, incarceration, and psychiatric hospitalization. Please pass

Laura’s Law and allow these people in our community to actually access the mental treatment
that will help them.
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