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NOTICE OF PENDING DECISION/
INTENT TO ISSUE AN APPEALABLE
COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT (CDP)
(Subsequent to a previous discretionary approval)

Case No.: 96-CDp·OI0 Planner: Samantha Kim Initial&
Project Name: Guadalupe Dunes Site Restoration
Project Address: 6350 West Main St., Guadalupe Dunes Area
A.P.N.: 113-020-021
Prior Discretionary Case No.: 82·CP-75 CZ

Planning and Development (P&D) intends to grant final approval and issue this Coastal Development Permit for the
development described below, based upon the required findings and subject to the attached terms and conditions.

START OF PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD/POSTING DATE: January 30,1997

FINAL COUNTY APPROVAL DATE: February 6,1997

COASTAL COMMISSION APPEAL PERIOD: The County's final approval of this project can only be appealed to
the California Coastal Commission by the applicant, an aggrieved person or any two members of the Coastal
Commission (Coastal Act Sec. 30603). The Coastal Commission ten (10) working day appeal period will commence
on the day after their receipt of the County's ","otice of Final Approval. An appeal must be fued with the Coastal
Commission at 89 South California St., Suite 200, Ventura, CA 93001. Please contact California Coastal
Commission at (805) 641-0142 regarding the timing of the appeal period.

ESTIMATED DATE OF PERMIT ISSUANCE: February 26, 1997

PUBLIC COMMENTS: You may submit written or oral comments on this pending decision to the project planner,
Samantha Kim, at P&D Energy Division, 1226 Anacapa Street, 2nd Floor, Santa Barbara, CA 93101, prior to the
Final County Approval Date. Comments submitted on or after the Final County Approval Date will not be
accepted. If you have questions regarding this project please contact the project planner at (805) 568-2040.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY: As required by ConditlOn#31 of the existmg Conditional Use PermIt. the
applicant proposes to remove the remaining surface features· gravel, 3teel plates, chain link fence, and residual
asphaltic material- from a drilling island site (Island "D") and access roads and restore the site to its original condition.
All foreign materials shall be removed by sifting the sand to a depth free of such materials. The project is anticipated to
take approximately 8 weeks to complete. Also, as part of this proposed project, Impacted vegetation shall be
transplanted and maintained and monitored in accordance with a Revegetation Plan. For a complete project
description, see AttachmentA.

PROJECT SPECIFIC CONDITIONS: See Attachment B . herem incorporated by reference.

TERMS OF FINAL APPROVAL

1. Posting Notice. A weather-proofed copy of this ::-rotiee, WIth Attachments, shall be posted in three en
conspicuous places along the perimeter of the subject property. At least one (1) notIce shall be visible from the
nearest street. Each copy of this Notice shall remain posted continuously until the Date of Permit Issuance. CArt.
II Sec. 35-181.3.)

2. A.IuendmentlExtension. P&D reserves the right to change, amend or extend this pending declslOn prior to the
Final County Approval Date, based upon comments received by the public or other interested parties. In such
event, an amended notice shall be provided and the CCC Appeal Period WIll run for ten (10) workinR days.
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ATTACHMENT A: PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Background Information

The proposed project site is located within the Guadalupe Dunes area on parcel 113-020-021,
which is owned by the County of Santa Barbara and managed by the Nature Conservancy. The
project site, known as Island D, is approximately 2 acres in size and is located approximately
3500 feet west of West Main Street. Access to the site is through an unpaved existing roadway
which serves as the access route to the Gordon Sand Company's sand mining pit. A 400 feet
corridor leads from the Gordon Sand Company main access road to Island D. The intent of this
proposed project is to remove gravel used to stabilize the shifting sands at the island site and the
access roads, steel plates placed along the main access road for stabilization, chain link fence
surrounding the drilling island, and residual asphaltic material within the island site.

In March 1983, the County issued a Conditional Use Permit to Husky Oil Company to drill and
produce 42 oil and gas wells from two drilling islands. Island D was the only one built from the
two originally permitted islands and only five wells were drilled. The island last produced
hydrocarbons in 1989 and all the production wells and associated facilities were abandoned in
1990 in accordance with California Department of Oil and Gas and Geothermal Resources
(DOGGR) regulations. Site assessments were conducted in 1990 and 1991 with oversight from
the California Regional Water Quality Control Board - Central Coast Region (RWQCB) and the
Santa Barbara County Environmental Health Department (SBCEHS). The site assessments
concluded that there were no hazardous levels of contaminants in the sand or the groundwater;
thus, the SBCEHS and RWQCB referred oversight to the Santa Barbara County Petroleum
Department, which approved the Remedial Action Plan (RAP) in July 1992. The RAP proposes
to remove the residual asphaltic materials (crude impacted sand) from the site for beneficial use,
such as roadbase.

Proposed Project

As required by Condition #31, CalResources (on behalf of Shell Western, the current lease
holder for Island D) shall remove all introduced materials during abandonment. Gravel was
applied to the surface of the access routes and island site. Removal of gravel will involve sifting
the sand to a depth that is clear of the imported gravel. It is estimated that the majority of the
gravel is two to three feet below the surface. At the access roads, gravel has fanned out onto a
wider area along the sides of the access road. All the gravel from the roadway and the sides will
also be sifted out using a sand sifter. The sand sifter is moveable and thus, will be located in the
areas of excavation and sifting. Gravel within areas close to vegetation along the access road
shall be dug out using hand crews in a manner that minimizes impacts to dune vegetation.

The fence surrounding the production island is a standard six foot link fence with one foot barbed
section on top. The fence will be completely removed. Most of the access road was underlain by
steel plates held in place by guide rails and steel posts. These will also be removed and sold as
scrap metal.



Condition #21 limits noise levels from major activities at the permitted island during the Least
Tern breeding season which starts approximately April 15th. The Guadalupe Dunes also provide
breeding habitat for the Western Snowy Plover. The Snowy Plover breeding season starts March
15th. Restoration activities within the island site should be completed by the start of the Snowy
Plover breeding season to minimally impact sensitive bird species. However, if restoration
activities within the island site must continue past March 15th, a biologist shall conduct regular
site visits to ensure limited impacts to the Snowy Plover. Also, work will progress from the
island and back along the access road toward the Gordon Sand facility.

Equipment for the proposed project will include a flatbed work truck with a small attached
hydro-crane lifting unit and a service truck with a four to six man work crew. Front end loaders
with 4.5 cubic yard buckets will be used to pick-up sand and gravel material and put it into a
screen/sifter unit. The screen/sift unit will initially be set up near the island site. As work is
completed in the island area, the sifter unit will be moved back along the access road to
accommodate the loaders in minimizing hauling distances. Two 12 cubic yard dump trucks will
be used to transport sifted gravel offsite. The gravel will be used immediately for road building
or will be stored in at a County-approved location for later use.

Condition #32 requires that the site be returned to its original condition. In 1983, the original
applicant (Husky Oil Company) submitted a dune restoration program and revegetation plan to
the County. These plans determined that minimal impacts would occur to existing vegetation
during construction of the islands since Island D was to be sited in a bare sand area. However,
due to the stabilizing effects of the gravel and fencing, dune vegetation has grown within the site.
To properly abandon the site and remove all the gravel, the vegetation would also be removed.
Therefore, to minimize vegetation impacts, the native dune plants that can be salvaged will be
transplanted prior to sand sifting to another dune area determined by a revegetation specialist to
maximize its potential for survival. The plants shall be maintained and monitored for three
years. Also, seed collection and redistribution in areas of plant relocation shall also be required
to maximized habitat restoration.

All other Conditional Use Permit conditions shall remam m force and shall be adhered to
throughout this project.
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ATTACHMENT B: CONDITIONS

Standard Conditions

I. Notice of Receipt and Acknowledgment: The permit is not valid and construction shall
not commence until a copy of the pennit, signed by the pennittee or authorized agent
acknowledging receipt of the pennit and acceptance of the tenns and conditions, is
returned to Planning and Development.

2. Expiration: If construction has not commenced, the permit will expire two (2) years from
the date on which Planning and Development issued the permit. Construction shall be
pursued in a diligent manner and completed in a reasonable period of time. Application
for extension of the permit must be made prior to the expiration date.

3. Compliance: All construction must occur in strict compliance with the proposal set forth
in the application for pennit, subject to any special conditions as listed. Any deviation
from the approved plans must be reviewed and approved by the staff.

4. Interpretation: Any question of intent or interpretation of any conditions will be resolved
by the Director of Planning and Development. The pennit may be assigned to any
qualified person provided assignee files with Planning and Development an affidavit
accepting all tenns and conditions of the pennit.

5. Tenns and Conditions Run with the Land: These tenns and conditions shall be perpetual,
and it is the intent of Planning and Development and the pennittee to bind all future
owners and possessors of the subject property to the tenns and conditions.
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MIIl'Ch: 21. 1983

;,' .tiaARB'A*C(lIiktttoNDiTm~(?iiStpiibtir ..
,~~ 1;ONIUG ,000I1W«:£

wt·~·i~b.iJgJ} .

t.. A Condft101l41 .lls'e Penrith He~ Gr~te.i1;
- ': ' :' • - • '.. ".' .... " .,' '.J ~. ."

ro: IkIsf(yOflCo~any

API: 113-()2o-T8. :20, -21

PROJECT ADDRES~: The northern section of the Guadalupe Dunes,
tflProximately 4 aileswest o-f tlleCityof.GlIadalupe

ZONE: RES-;l2ll-ESH

AREA/SUPfRYlSORYA!.. DISTRICT: Guadalupe DunesfFo~rth

FlJl: Appl"'Cn'al of a 'rl)dad:fon l'1atl~d·CoMitiQ'ila.',Use i'emtUl driii
and produce 42 oil and gas wells fro. ~ drfl1ing:islands.

11. Thispenri t fs~ubj~tiO. cOlllplfi~e ,witb,~f'.llO'ring condit1~i sl:'

'. 1. Production Island B shall be lIIoved approxilllately JOO'feet to the west
(yector of north 70· west) wbere it ·will lle ina lawer e1 enUon and les.s
Y13ible.· •.' " . • . .

2. Entrance to the access road shan be fenced to. diSCOllrage entrance to the
dunes by unautllorized Yehicles_

J. No new equiPment causfng air elllissions shall be constructed lIGr operated
until an Authority to Construe t and Penni t to Operrte a re h~ by the
$.anta Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (APeD).

4. In tile case of pollutants where an increase of 5 pounds per hour or
9~ater will occur, Best Available Control Technology (BACT} will be
required for all new equipment emitting air pollutants.

5. !)tn111l/ site prepat'ation. water sprayf'ng; on the construction sUe and
KCess roads shall be utilized for~st sU,:lpress1on. ,UTSU<lnt to- .
Ord. 1795. and 14-19 of the Sil.nta Barbara t.ountY Code~

fie lllIrfJl9 prod!l!=tfon.. fluinv Clf w2/1Ileadgl!3 shall ~t be pemi~. except
fn. III -1"1f~y; lin e.ergtm:y j 5 to lie deterwfned or subsequently
~fftd by .thel'etnll.f,!U11 Office. ~1lt¥ Fire 1lep.lrtll1ent, or, $!eMU'S
~p.rbMmt. .

"'..i .-'. ,...."



11.

12.

U.

14.

15.

..
, 16.

17.

7. VIl)Il:"'s shall, be CQllected by, &- Y&porrec9,.e,r')"$'y~ that i nci nerates all
vrcondensedVI\'lCrS; ,', " " , ~.' " , '

• n,ere shall be no drilling fLe., actttlllde'epening of the weIll during
d~s forecasted by the..Co¥nt,v. APl;D to ~e adve"e air qua Ii ty . Thi s
does not preclude base'Jev,el, .o~rtlHfS' r~.g., IIIUd circulation, 109gin9,
etc.). "

9. The applicant shaH use a drill1ngri,gl(itll~aterpi,11ar precllamber diesel
engines, if available, toredac~HOx elIfsSTbns. "AppHcant shall '
dl!ll)nstrate unavailability to the satisfal:tioJl Qf ,County Rlro..

\.,~ " .~...; .:' ...,

10. 11M applfcant shall use a drilling rig wi.th electri,c engfllu. f.f,
available. Applicant shall demonstrate unavaf1abiTftyto the
satisfaction of County RMD.

The applicant shall use only electric pumping units.

The applicant shall implement a fugitive source inspection and
lNIintenance program tattle sati sfactil)Jl,ot tbe APeD.

Supplies, drilling wds, cuttings and !tastes shall be stored in
1111perYiOlls C1lntainers. '

S~s and tanr.s. otller than those use<1 for drilling, shan be cuvered.

All tmcic or hal"lllful wastes shalT be l'1!IIOYed fOil the rlune area to an
approved dis~osal site .

If¢t1ng in and around a drin site Sftal1 be equipped' with shielding so
u to prevent disturbance at night to nearby wildlif,e habitats. '

Noise and Vibration from machinerY at oroductrlon ate~~ sha~l be
controlled so that noise levels aOre less than 65 ORCA) at 50 feet ~ro~
tile perimeter of the facility. In particular, noise in the freqpency
range of 1,000 to 8,000 liz shall be controlled to minim.ize disturbance to
nearb¥ wildlife habitats.

18. Cround vibrational effects shall be confin~d to the immediate area of a
production facility by appropriate use of shoclt-allsoriling lIIaterlal s or
heavy equipmelTt. '

19. Dispersal equipment (e.g., gas-operated horns) shall be available at each
production site to' be used, if necessary. aftl!r a spill todfscourage use
of lin area by wildlife and waterfowl.

20. All flowlines shall be equipped Yith autolllaHc shul:o(f va.1Vl!.5 ,at various
points al'3ng the line to IIfnil1lize loss of fluids in the evelTt of a spill.'

21. CofIJtruction, ctrilTltl1 oIntt ot!'re,. noise ge'Ml"at1nq acthjtlU"J~cld"9•
.. te.) shall be prohibited durfnq the breeding season of t~ Iindanqered
<:.&1ffOrnl a least Tern (iii d-April - early Septl!l'lber). Ttli 5 rutriction
shill not appl~ to lfOM:ovel" ri 95.



.~..I.:'":".. .
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To determine the. ktual effects of the proJect on the colony of!,p.ast
ierns, the applicant .s~n .e$tabHsl1.+_~onitoMtlgio'bg"3IIt,utHhi n<] a
..Hft8dbt~l09f«,to be ap.provedb~tneCO''"ty. The MJ':Ct'1ve of thi s
IICIlti ~Qri n~l'P:l"OIg". i'$ tIt detei'lllfrte lChetheP ttJe, P1"CJl'OSed fal:ll1tfe~, once
constructed arid1;pentfng, have any der.JOnstrabl e effect on the Least !P.rn
colony. This lIIonitoring progralll will not ch4~ tbe genel'lfl prohibition
OR cOlIStnrctiolt -Ktf-Y11;ies dun ng. the least Tern b~di"9 season.
Howe¥'er, based Oft 'the onqoing results. of the lllOoitorinq program, the
CGunty could autllGl'fte changes to the period IIf time ill Whictt
t~truction activity is prohibited.

The applicant shall infol'1ll project iupervisor:; and project personnel of
;be.seM\tfvity of the cultural l'esourc:es in the area. If -cultlJral
resources should be encountered or suspected, worlt shall be halted
p'MlIIptly. and. a profess;01l41 arcbaeolllg1st cGMuHea. . ..

JoIoveraent of project personnel shall be restric"ted to the fnmediate
vicif!ity of tr.e production islands and lOO-foot-wide buffer zone.

25." 'The iccess road to it ""If drill site shall be cOIlstructed as a "temvorary
ro~ uati 1 a prodllcing we11 is brought on-i i ne.

24.

23.

..

26. To reduce the visual illlpacts of the project, and because ~ !ccess road
to IslandS 8 and 1) crasst'!> a rid:geli!lP.. a light.-colored or ~arth tone
lIIatllrl a i sha11 be lOSed for an access n:lCd base 1Ia'teri a1 :i "stead of
asphalt.

21. The appli~ant shall execute an ag~ement with the County. acceptable' to
t:he Director- of PUblic Works. to particioate in the reconstruc'tio() and
lIaintenance of West Main St~'t frOlll IHghway 1 to the Gorf1on Sand COl:lpany
processirrg fatiHty, to dear- the v~tittion a~acent to "tile existing 90
degree (15 mph) curve in ~s"t ~afn ~tr-P.~t to alleviate pote~tial safety
fCipacts and install Botts doL! uros.s west t18in St~t in the vicinity of
1:he elementary schooL .- "

:!8o Facili'des shall be painted in a natw-al color- so as to olentl in with the
sandy areas.

29. Except for the fir-st pumping unit "t each product~'on islanrt, a 10\01
profile pumpin~ unit shall be utilized if feasible, Before a standard
pumping unit is approved, Husky O~l Company shall provide the Planning
COllr-rission ...ith conclusive eviderce, based on an en£ineering analysis,
that a low profile' nit Is not f'caslble.

30. All materials, vehicles and actlvities shall be confined to the access
road corri dors .

. 31. All introduced Idateri als au or near ~ SllTface (depth of 15 fei!tl shall
be "ISIIOW!d when ~ drilling island. are abanconed.

~,

32.) Prior t~ the issuance of a Coastal Oevelopr.tent Pennit for this project,
- Hus~y shelll submit to the R*,source Ma"aCl~nt Deput~nt a detailed dune

restoration program that descrihes the ~easures to be employed by Husky
to return the sItes to their origInal condition.



11 Within two years after the granting of this permit. -drilling of the
fi ~t well authori zed by the perm't has /lOt b~n cOlllrller.ced. -

•

Compliance with departmentai r.onditions outlined in: al Department of
Public Works letter dated 11/23/82; b) Fire Department letter dated
11/11182,

, -

1M project shaH ~:de.,cTopedtnstitiital\>ti;tlconfo.rmftywitll the
;IfIPFQ.ved prall Illamd Exhibit'S' da~:d ltlJSIS2 U amended by tM s pennit
and wi th the proje<: t detllfh'as outlined in 82-HR·11-

The Pl annill9 CollJilission shan revfewthe prodllC~t.onPlan and Coliditional
Use Pennit 011 arr:aJlnual b-uis. At this re-\tiew tlu! Plann'ing_Colr.nrfssilln
111)1 IIlak~ re:asonabl~- mod'll'icati'ons 1:0 the:s'e conditions !'S necessltry ~o

ft$p0ll4 tD changes ill dretml5tances in the area.

36. Within one year of~e granting of-the-Conditio~al Use Permit and
approval of the Production Plan by the Board of SUjlervisa~, the Coastal
llit'lelopment Permit shan b1! applied for and a contribution 07 $40,000.00
shall be Clade to the Courrty of 5.1nta Barbara for the purpose of providi-ng_
2ot-hour weekend Sheriff's patr-ol. Subsaquent annual contTibtrtions, riOt
to exceed $40,000, wfl 1 be determined at the annual review of tl'!e pennit
by the Planning Co~ission.

111. Thi s peTkli';. is i ssued pu~uant to the _provi si ons of Sections 35-172. S of
the Coastill Zen;"9 Oni1nance of the Count.y of Santa Barl'llra and is
subject to the f~oing conditions and lioitations. Failure toc~p1y

with any of the conditions herein stated shall be causp. fer revocation of
this pe~~t, in ad~ition to any other penalties provided by law; a~d said
permit shall be nu11 and void and aut~atically revoked if:

35.

33.

..

IV. The uodersigned hereby certifi~s that the above conaitions and ~
limitations are acceptable, that the proposed activity will be conducted
in accordance therewith, "nd that h~/she is the applicant or authorized
pe~n to sign this pemit in behalf of th~ applicant. ?lease sign one
(11 copy and return to the Resource Hanagement Department, 123 E. Anapar:a;
Street. Santa Barbara, Cd 93101. r: n '-4--

()W)lW AO ~L rCAI" / AGEI,'T lL. I~':1M....U....'-"L,.,....,"=,.- _
(Circle One) , "'-

II lPC RTAlIT: TH IS OOCl!o!£lIT HIJST BE SI (lNEI! MID RETURNED BEFORE A COAST!\l
OEYELOl'i-tOlT PERMIT rlAY BE lSSUED

16m -
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