
Agenda: July 18, 2017  EHS/P&D Water Well Drilling 

 

Attachment A 

Coastal and Comprehensive Plan Policies Applicable to Water Services and Resources 

 

The County’s adopted Coastal Land Use Plan (CLUP) and Land Use Element (LUE) of the 

Comprehensive Plan contain policies that address water services and resources: 

CLUP Policy 2-2:  The long term integrity of groundwater basins or sub-basins located wholly within 

the coastal zone shall be protected.  To this end, the safe yield as determined by competent hydrologic 

evidence of such a groundwater basin or sub-basin shall not be exceeded except on a temporary basis as 

part of a conjunctive use or other program managed by the appropriate water district.  If the safe yield of 

a groundwater basin or sub-basin is found to be exceeded, for reasons other than a conjunctive use 

program, new development, including land division and other use dependent upon private wells, shall 

not be permitted if the net increase in water demand for the development causes basin safe yield to be 

exceeded, but in no case shall any existing lawful parcel be denied development of one single family 

residence.  This policy shall not apply to appropriators or overlying property owners who wish to 

develop their property using water to which they are legally entitled pursuant to an adjudication of their 

water rights.  

CLUP Policy 2-3:  In furtherance of better water management, the County may require applicants to 

install meters on private wells and to maintain records of well extractions for use by the appropriate 

water district. 

CLUP Policy 2-4 and LUDP 5 (from the LUE):  Within designated urban areas, new development 

other than that for agricultural purposes shall be serviced by the appropriate public sewer and water 

district or an existing mutual water company, if such service is available. 

CLUP Policy 2-6 and LUDP 4:  Prior to issuance of a development permit, the County shall make the 

finding, based on information provided by environmental documents, staff analysis, and the applicant, 

that adequate public or private services and resources (i.e., water, sewer, roads, etc.) are available to 

serve the proposed development.  The applicant shall assume full responsibility for costs incurred in 

service extensions or improvements that are required as a result of the proposed project.  Lack of 

available public or private services or resources shall be grounds for denial of the project or reduction in 

the density otherwise indicated in the land use plan.  Affordable housing projects proposed pursuant to 

the Affordable Housing Overlay regulations, special needs housing projects or other affordable housing 

projects which include at least 50% of the total number of units for affordable housing or 30% of the 

total number of units affordable at the very low income level, shall be presumed to be consistent with 

this policy if the project has, or is conditioned to obtain, all necessary can and will serve letters at the 

time of final map recordation, or if no map, prior to issuance of land use permits. 

 
 


