NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: Santa Barbara County Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

FROM: GENERAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT, LEAD AGENCY Clerk of the Board-Filing Date

Based on a review of the project and project description, the following activity is determined as
indicated below. Specific findings are indicated below and environmental review requirements
of the Cadlifornia Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as amended, as defined in the State
and County Guidelines for the implementation of CEQA are included, if applicable.

APN(s) (or N/A): 141-440-002 Case No. GSD-022317-8770-0001

{cument date, project# and NOE number for this project)

LOCATION(city/unincorporated area/NA): Unicorporated area of Santa Ynez Valley

PROJECT TITLE: Santa Ynez Airport Capital Improvement Project (ACIP-16)

PROJECT DESCRIPTION :_This_proposed_project_includes_safety_grading_in_the_infield
area between the runway and parallel taxiway, around the entire runway including Runway .
Safety Areas off each end of the runway, and_to the limits_of the taxiway safety area for all
taxiways_and_aprons. In_addition to grading, work includes minor improvements and
revisions to drainage structures within the footprint of each existing structure to enhance
function_and_reduce_obstruction hazards. Additionally, work will _include_adjusting_the
elevation of some edge lights and guidance signs, and installation of an automatic vehicle
access control gate to_ enhance airport security.

DETERMINATION:

[0 NOT A PROJECT (§15378): A project as defined by CEQA is one in which the whole of the
action has a potential for resulting in either a direct or indirect physical change in the
environmeni, or a reasonably foreseeable indirect physical change in the environment. The
action described above has been determined by the Lead Agency to not be a Project under
CEQA. No further environmental review is required.

EXEMPT STATUS: ({Check Only One)

[0 Ministerial {§ 15369)

0 Statutory {§15260)

X Categorical Exemption {§15354)

0 Emergency Project (§15359)

Cite specific CEQA Guideline Sub-Section(s) §15301{c}

FINDINGS TO SUPPORT DETERMINATION: L -
This project consists of repair. maintenance., minor 1rnprovements and alterations of existing

public structures facﬂmes and topo,qraphlcal feature si0yolving negligible expansion of existing

NOTE: A copy must be posted at least & days prior to\consideration of the aglivity by the decision-makers 1o comply with County CEQA
guidelines and a copy must be filed with the County of the Board aftegproject approval to begin a 35 day statue of limitations on
legal chaillenges.

g:\capilal projects\al. aclive projects\tdm-syaa grant 16 - airfield safely grading - 8770\nolice of exemption {gs-022317-8770-001).doc
v.Oct 2014 ’



The exceptions to the categorical exemptions pursuant to Section 15300.2 of the State CEQA
Guidelines are:

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project

is to be located - a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the
environment may in a particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore,
these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where the project may
impact on an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where
designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal,
state, or local agencies.

CEQA Guidelines §15301 is a Class I exemption. Therefore, this exception does not apply.

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the

cumulative impact of successive prOJects of the same type in the same place, over
time is significant.

Despite ACIP projects being constructed almost every year, the projects are simply
improvements and replacements of existing site facilities. There is no possibility of a
cumulative impact. This exception does not apply.

(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where

there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the
environment due to unusual circumstances.

The ACIP-16 project will not have a significant effect on the environment, and the ACIP-16
project has no features which distinguish it from others in the exempt class and might
establish an unusual circumstance. This exception does not apply.

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may

result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic
buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially
designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to improvements which are
required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR.

The ACIP-16 project will not be visible from any Scenic Highway, and will not otherwise
impact any scenic resources such as trees, rock outcroppings, or historic buildings. This
exception does not apply.

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project

6

located on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5
of the Government Code.

The ACIP-16 project area has not been designated a hazardous waste site. This exception
does not apply.

Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which
may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource.

Construction of the ACIP-16 project will not cause an adverse change to the significance
of any historical resources. This exception does not apply.
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