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February 26, 2018 

 
 

Clerk of the Board 
105 E. Anapamu Street, Room 407 
Santa Barbara CA, 93101 
 
RE: Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors Item for February 
27, 2018 - Cannabis Land Use Ordinances (File #: 18-00149) 
  
Dear Chair Williams and Board of Supervisors:  
 
Cannabis uses allowed in the unincorporated area of the County have 
the potential to impact residents and businesses within the City of 
Goleta (City). The limited regulation of various cultivation and accessory 
uses proposed by the County within the AG-I and AG-II zoning districts 
fails to provide adequate protection against these impacts. Both 
agricultural districts abut the City, including many instances of direct 
adjacency to residences. As provided in our letter for the February 6, 
2018 County Board of Supervisors hearing (included with this letter), we 
suggested an outright prohibition of cultivation and accessory uses on 
AG-I parcels and a significant setback from residential zones on AG-II 
parcels. We continue to support these recommendations. 
 
The City also identified significant problems with the changes made to 
the ordinance at the February 6, 2018 hearing. While the February 6th 
hearing included a lengthy discussion of compatibility issues where 
cultivation abuts or is in close proximity to the urban-rural interface, the 
end result of these discussions does not provide sufficient protection to 
established residential neighborhoods. The revisions to the ordinance 
actually provide less protection for residences than the version of the 
ordinance recommended by the County Planning Commission.  
 
CUP Requirement on Abutting Parcels Is Inadequate to Protect 
Neighboring Residential Areas. The requirement for a Conditional 
Use Permit (CUP), rather than an outright prohibition, for cultivation on 
parcels abutting residential neighborhoods creates uncertainty and 
does not provide adequate protection for affected residential 
neighborhoods. This CUP requirement will require neighboring 
residents and affected jurisdictions, such as the City of Goleta, to 
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remain constantly vigilant and monitor County permit applications into the future in order 
to ensure cannabis cultivation does not impact them. An outright prohibition of outdoor 
cultivation or substantial buffer on properties abutting the urban-rural interface would 
address incompatibilities between cannabis cultivation and residential land uses and be 
a much clearer, more consistent approach that ensures protection for residential areas.  
 
Protections Should Be Based on a Set Distance from the Urban Boundary, Not 
the Width of Abutting Parcels, Which Is Variable. Limiting the CUP requirement for 
cultivation, or preferably an outright ban for all cultivation activities, to only AG-II parcels 
directly abutting the urban-rural interface results in a buffer whose width depends on the 
size of the abutting parcels. In some locations, the first abutting parcels are small and 
inadequate to protect adjacent residential areas. As shown in the map enclosed with 
this letter, there are several instances along the northern City of Goleta boundary with 
the County where the second parcel back is quite close to the interface. This distance 
is, at one point, 165 feet from the boundary of the City. In other instances, existing large 
parcels may be subject to subdivision in the future, consistent with existing County 
zoning, agricultural viability and minimum parcel sizes. Cannabis cultivation on parcels 
not immediately adjacent to the urban/rural interface could still severely impact the 
residential neighborhoods in our City. Tying a CUP requirement or buffer to parcel 
boundaries results in differential buffer widths and inadequate protections for affected, 
nearby neighborhoods. For consistency of application and uniform protection, the 
County ordinance must state that any CUP requirement, or preferably ban, be based on 
a substantial set distance from the urban-rural interface, regardless of parcel size. 
 
No Odor Abatement Plan for Cannabis Cultivation in Ag-II Unacceptable. Perhaps 
the most alarming result from the February 6th hearing is the proposed removal of the 
requirement for an Odor Abatement Plan, where a CUP is not required for a cannabis 
cultivation in AG-II. This change means that cultivation on AG-II parcels very near the 
City will be allowable with a Land Use Permit (LUP) with no odor abatement required. In 
effect, the second AG-II parcel back from the interface could conduct all types of 
cultivation with an LUP and no odor abatement. This is unacceptable.  
 
The Odor Abatement Plan is included as mitigation measure MM AQ-5 in the Final 
Environmental Impact Report for the Cannabis Land Use Ordinance and Licensing 
Program (FEIR) to address Impacts AQ-5 and LU-2. Impact AQ-5 in the FEIR is a 
significant and unavoidable (Class I) impact resulting cannabis activities exposing 
sensitive receptors to objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people. 
Impact AQ-5 acknowledges the lack of a setback from residential uses and also 
explicitly acknowledges odor impacts emanating from greenhouses. Impact LU-2 in the 
FEIR notes that cannabis cultivation could result in adverse quality of life effects to 
existing communities. LU-2 specifically references impacts to existing communities 
could result from land use conflicts related to the construction of new cannabis 
cultivation. Consequently, MM AQ-5 is a critical mitigation measure to address air 
quality and land use impacts to residences. There is no justification for the complete 
removal of this mitigation from the ordinance. This submittal requirement in the draft 
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ordinance was clearly feasible, as recommended by the Planning Commission, and 
therefore must be included for all cannabis use applications. 
 
Incompatible, Intensive Accessory Uses. The change to the ordinance from requiring 
a CUP for distribution on AG-I to an LUP/Coastal Development Permit is unacceptable. 
This change, when viewed together with the changes to accessory use standards by the 
County Planning Commission for both AG-I and AG-II, essentially allows for significant, 
non-agricultural industrial operations on agricultural parcels with only an LUP. These 
changes may lead to significant new environmental impacts that may not have been 
analyzed in the FEIR. These impacts include impacts to visual resources of great 
significance to the City and traffic impacts to the City’s road network from additional 
trips.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the County’s cannabis regulations and for 
your consideration of the critical problems we have highlighted with the cannabis 
ordinance. Please feel free to contact our Planning and Environmental Review Director 
Peter Imhof by email at pimhof@cityofgoleta.org or by phone at 805-961-7541, if you 
would like to discuss our comments. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Paula Perotte 
City of Goleta Mayor  
 
Enclosures 
 
 
cc:  Michelle Greene, Goleta City Manager 

Stuart Kasdin, City of Goleta Mayor Pro Tempore 
Roger S. Aceves, City of Goleta Councilmember 
Michael T. Bennett, City of Goleta Councilmember 
Kyle Richards, City of Goleta Councilmember 
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AG-II Parcels Requiring a CUP

# # # #

# # # #

# # # # AG-II Parcels Requiring an LUP
Existing Developed Rural Neighborhood (County)
750 ft. Buffer for Sensitive Receptros

City of Goleta
Coastal Zone /0 0.5 10.25

Miles

Permit Types for Cultivation on County AG-II Parcels


	2018 2-26 COG Ltr to County BOS re Cannabis Ord FINAL
	Dear Chair Williams and Board of Supervisors:
	Cannabis uses allowed in the unincorporated area of the County have the potential to impact residents and businesses within the City of Goleta (City). The limited regulation of various cultivation and accessory uses proposed by the County within the A...
	The City also identified significant problems with the changes made to the ordinance at the February 6, 2018 hearing. While the February 6th hearing included a lengthy discussion of compatibility issues where cultivation abuts or is in close proximity...
	CUP Requirement on Abutting Parcels Is Inadequate to Protect Neighboring Residential Areas. The requirement for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP), rather than an outright prohibition, for cultivation on parcels abutting residential neighborhoods creates ...
	Protections Should Be Based on a Set Distance from the Urban Boundary, Not the Width of Abutting Parcels, Which Is Variable. Limiting the CUP requirement for cultivation, or preferably an outright ban for all cultivation activities, to only AG-II parc...
	No Odor Abatement Plan for Cannabis Cultivation in Ag-II Unacceptable. Perhaps the most alarming result from the February 6th hearing is the proposed removal of the requirement for an Odor Abatement Plan, where a CUP is not required for a cannabis cul...
	The Odor Abatement Plan is included as mitigation measure MM AQ-5 in the Final Environmental Impact Report for the Cannabis Land Use Ordinance and Licensing Program (FEIR) to address Impacts AQ-5 and LU-2. Impact AQ-5 in the FEIR is a significant and ...
	Incompatible, Intensive Accessory Uses. The change to the ordinance from requiring a CUP for distribution on AG-I to an LUP/Coastal Development Permit is unacceptable. This change, when viewed together with the changes to accessory use standards by th...
	Paula Perotte
	City of Goleta Mayor
	Enclosures
	cc:  Michelle Greene, Goleta City Manager
	Stuart Kasdin, City of Goleta Mayor Pro Tempore
	Roger S. Aceves, City of Goleta Councilmember
	Michael T. Bennett, City of Goleta Councilmember
	Kyle Richards, City of Goleta Councilmember
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