
Santa Barbara County Flood Control 
and Water Conservation District 

June 19, 2018 

Thomas Fire FEMA Recovery 
Mapping 



Purpose 
 The 1-9 Debris Flow 

changed flow conditions in 
Montecito and Carpinteria 

 Elevated risks now exist 
due to watershed 
conditions and changes in 
topography 

 Current Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) no 
longer reflect true risk 

 New FIRMs several years 
from completion 
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Interim Recovery Map 
 Interim mapping is for use 

until new FIRMs are 
developed 

 Does not impact flood 
insurance rates or boundaries 
(existing FIRM governs) 

 FEMA recommends utilizing 
the new interim mapping or 
the effective FIRM which ever 
is more conservative 

 Use to ensure resilient re-
development/reconstruction 
of structures 
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Mapping Product 
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• Utilizes January 2018 
LIDAR Topography 

• Advisory Flood Elevations 
included on maps 

• Graphically illustrates 
depth of flows 



Recommendations 
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 Consider and approve the recommendation of the floodplain 
administrator that the Board of Supervisors and Board of Directors 
supplement the Flood Insurance Study dated September 1978 and the 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), dated March 15, 1979, and all 
subsequent amendments and/or revisions with the FEMA Recovery Map 
(provided to the County on June 11, 2018, included as Attachment A) to 
be used by the County in conjunction with the FIRM map to determine: 
1) “the areas of special flood hazard” to which County Code Chapter 15A 
applies; and 2) within the special flood hazard area, to determine the 
elevation height at which development and rebuilding is required to be 
built (if applicable);  

 Find that the proposed action is an administrative activity of the County, 
which will not result in direct or indirect physical changes in the 
environment and is therefore not a “project” as defined for purposes of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) under State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15378(b)(5) as discussed in the Notice of Exemption 
included as Attachment B; and  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      
 



Recommendations Continued 
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 Waive the 6-day posting requirement for the revised Notice of 
Exemption for good cause pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 
V.D.2.   
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