








Resume of Dan Suchman,      September 2018 

This resume is submitted to allow my qualifications to be considered for the Board of Trustees of the 
Goleta Library. 

I received a BSEE from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in 1960.  Married a local (Albany, NY) girl that I 
met there.  My first job was designing hi-fi music consoles (pre-stereo) for Stromberg-Carlson in 
Rochester, NY.  The company was sold to General Dynamics  in 1961.  Shortly afterward, the tails started 
falling off  Convair  880 aircraft, and GD went into the submarine business (Electric Boat Division in 
Groton, CT).  In the process, they fired 3,000 of us and shut down the division. 

I decided I didn’t want to work for a large company any more.  (I figured it would be preferable to get 
fired for something I did, instead of something related to a division of the company that I had never 
heard of).  So I joined the Ordnance Division of Clevite Corp (in Cleveland, OH), as an acoustical 
engineer.  I went to school at night (MS Statistics from Case Western Reserve Univ. 1965) while heading 
the design team for the transducers and other acoustic subsystems of the Mk 48 Mod 1 ASW torpedo. 

I did that for 14 years.  During my time at Clevite, it was acquired by Gould Nat’l Battery, and the 
Ordnance division went from 76 employees to over 2,500. I left Gould in 1974 and joined the Sea 
Operations Department of Delco Electronics (General Motors) in Goleta, CA, as head of their Acoustics 
group (thus fulfilling my desire to work for a smaller company).  Worked on several projects all involving 
underwater acoustics and long cables.  We broke away from GM in 1982, bought the division we worked 
for and sold it to Science Applications Inc. in exchange for SAI stock. 

The stock paid for the education of my children:   Steve is a physician in Thousand Oaks CA;  Erica leads 
the Microbiology Department at Colorado State University;  and Robin works for an independent film 
distributor in San Francisco. 

I founded my own company (Tech Associates LLC) and spent several years as a consultant to the 
governments of Japan and Republic of China and to a Goleta-based sonar manufacturing company 
Reson Inc. When the travel to Asia became too onerous I retired and served two terms on the County 
Grand Jury, where I became interested in local government and how it works (and sometimes doesn’t).  
I also served as an elected Director of the Embarcadero Municipal Improvement District for 14 years.   


