










Meredith M. Murr, Ph.D.  
       917 North Patterson Avenue 

Santa Barbara, CA  93111 
Cell: (805) 451-5089 

Email: meredithmurr@gmail.com 
 
 
Strategic-thinker focused on leveraging strengths to achieve organizational goals. Particularly skilled at 
evaluating data and information to inform decisions about future organizational directions. Collaborative 
leader who is passionate about science research, education, and professional development. 
 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  
 
Office of Research at UC Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, CA   Jan 2010 – July 2018 
Assistant Vice Chancellor, Research Development and Strategic Planning 
Director of Research Development       

• Strategic Research Initiatives & Funding: In collaboration with the Vice Chancellor for 
Research and the academic Deans, identify strategic research goals and extramural funding 
opportunities that match. Maintain continuing relationships with program officers at federal 
agencies to understand what research they are most interested in supporting. Organize 
extensive proposal reviews for major research initiatives, working with the faculty leads from 
the conceptualization of the project through final proposal editing, including red team reviews 
in which other faculty researchers provide critical input. Organize both large- and small-scale 
opportunities for UC Santa Barbara faculty to explore interdisciplinary research with on-
campus and off-campus partners. 

• Faculty Development & Education Activities: Created new program for assistant 
professors, PROWESS (Proposal Writing for Success), an intensive proposal writing 
workshop held over nine half-days each summer. The success rate for proposals that result 
from this program is above 50%, much higher than national rates. UCSB is second in the 
country for the fraction of assistant professors in the eligible disciplines who receive early 
career awards from NSF and DOE. 

• Limited Submission Selection: Organize the campus process for reviewing and selecting 
proposals in cases where the number of proposals from the campus is limited. This involves 
selecting and organizing a faculty review committee for the particular set of projects and 
chairing the meeting at which they decide which proposals to recommend. 

• University & External Relations: Oversee the publications about UCSB research that is 
used with outside agencies and partners. Represent UCSB research in discussion with federal, 
nonprofit, and other extramural funders. 

• Campus Research Analysis & Reporting: Provide detailed analyses of data to Deans and 
Department Chairs about research funding for their faculty. Jointly responsible for submitting 
HERD reports on research expenditures sent into the National Science Foundation to quantify 
the research activities at UCSB. 

• Supervision: Directs the Research Development Office with 5 FTEs. 
 
California NanoSystems Institute at UCSB, Santa Barbara, CA  Nov 2007 – Dec 2009 
Assistant Director for Higher Education, July 2009 – Dec 2009       

• Proposal Development and Submission:  Played a lead role in securing fundig for STEM 
education and outreach programs, including submissions to the Beckman Foundation and the 
National Science Foundation. Collaborated across campus science departments to develop 
strategic plans for new CNSI education initiatives that meet NSF broader impact 
requirements. 

• Professional Development for Postdoctoral Scholars Program:  Created a program of 
professional development for STEM post-doctoral scholars in consultation with science and 
engineering departments to meet new NSF requirement.  Developed curriculum and initiated 



partnerships for the campus-wide program to be funded by the Dean of the Graduate Division, 
the Deans of Engineering, the Division of Mathematics, Life and Physical Sciences in the 
College of Letters and Science, and the Vice Chancellor for Research. Program launched in 
Fall 2009. 

• Undergraduate Curriculum Development:  Collaborated with Education Director of the 
NSF Center for Nanotechnology (CNS) and CalTeach faculty to design a new course in 
Nanotechnology in Society for the undergraduate minor in Education.   

INSCITES (Insights on Science and Technology for Society) Coordinator, July 2006 – June 2009 
• Coordinated Graduate Teaching Scholars from science, engineering, social science and 

humanities who develop and teach a new undergraduate course that investigates the 
intersection of science, technology and society. 

• Organized a national summer educator workshop to engage community college and 
undergraduate faculty in curriculum development at the intersection of science and society. 
Workshop was attended by approximately two dozen faculty.  

• Disseminated results of the INSCITES program through oral presentations at national and 
international meetings and a journal article describing the course focusing on Green 
Technologies (submitted to the Journal of Materials Education).  

Public Science Outreach and Education Coordinator, Nov 2007 – June 2009 
• Managed the activities for the traveling nanotechnology exhibit Too Small to See-2, hosted by 

CNSI from December 1st 2007 – May 31st 2008.  Hosted over 3,000 visitors. 
• Developed program and led field trips for local elementary, junior high and senior high school 

students, including a tour of the exhibit and classroom activities that introduced the students 
to nanotechnology. With the help of a former high school science teacher, developed activity 
sheets for student field trips and for the public and a field trip guide for teachers that includes 
pre- and post-activities. 

• Recruited and trained 8 undergraduate docents who monitored the exhibit during the public 
open hours, and assisted with the field trips. 

 
Center for Nanotechnology in Society at UCSB, Santa Barbara, CA  Jan 2006 – June 2007 
Academic Coordinator         

• Collaborated with CNS faculty and CNSI education staff in planning, development, and 
implementation of CNS graduate fellowship and summer internship program activities. 

• Created recruitment literature, brochures and website literature for CNS graduate fellowships 
and summer internships and established the application and selection process. 

• Developed and presented a two-day orientation program for summer interns that included an 
introduction to nanotechnology, the societal impacts of nanotechnology, and an introduction 
to library research and resources. 

 
Celltech R&D, Bothell, WA       Jan 2000 – July 2001 
Associate Scientist, Molecular Biology 
 
Epix Medical, Inc., Cambridge, MA      May 1995 – Aug 1997 
Research Associate, Synthetic Chemistry 
    
AWARDS, ORGANIZATIONS, AND TRAINING 

UC-CORO Systemwide Leadership Collaborative    2017 
Nominated to participate in the 2017 leadership program. http://www.ucop.edu/human-
resources/coro/index.html 
 
National Organization of Research Development Professionals  2010 - present 
 
Shipley Associates Training       Fall 2015 
Managing and Writing Federal Proposals Workshop 
 



UC Management Development Program      Fall 2014 
A UC system wide initiative designed to strengthen leadership capabilities in the UC Core Competencies: 
people management, employee engagement and change management. 
 
UC Business Officers Institute       Fall 2010 
BOI curriculum is organized into core modules: The Control Environment, Financial Management, 
Budget, Risk Management, Information Technology, Sponsored Projects, Human Resources 
 
National Academies of Sciences, Washington, DC    Fall 2005 
Marian Koshland Science Museum of the National Academy of Sciences   
Christine Mirzayan Science and Technology Policy Graduate Fellow   
 
   
EDUCATION   
 
University of California, Santa Barbara     Santa Barbara, CA 
Department of Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology 
Doctor of Philosophy        June 2006 
 
University of Texas, Austin                    Austin, TX 
Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry   
Master of Arts in Organic Chemistry      August 1999 
 
Boston University                           Boston, MA 
College of Arts and Sciences  
Bachelor of Arts in Chemistry, with Honors                 May 1995 
Minor in Mathematics 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Neilson, JR, George, NC, Murr, MM, Seshadri, R, & Morse, DE (2014) Mesostructure from Hydration 
Gradients in Demosponge Biosilica. Chemistry-A European Journal, 20(17): 4956-4965. 
 
Page K, Carter S, Mingo K, Murr MM. (2013) Three Strategies for Encouraging and Supporting New 
Faculty. NCURA Magazine. January/February: 44-46. 
 
Murr MM, Patterson SE, Hu EL, Goodchild FM, McCray PM. (2009) From the Ground Up:  
Developing an Interdisciplinary Course Focusing on Materials Science and Society in Green 
Technologies. J. Mat. Ed. 31(5- 6):251-264. 
 
Murr MM, Thakur G, Li Y, Tsuruta H, Mezic I, Morse DE. (2009) New Pathway for Self-Assembly and 
Emergent Properties. Nano Today. 4(2): 116-124. 
 
Dissertation Protein Fiber Formation in Silica Biomineralization: A New Path to Hierarchical Assembly 
and Emergent Properties. The University of California at Santa Barbara, 2006 
 
Schwenzer B, Roth KM, Gomm J, Murr MM, Morse DE. (2006) Bio-inspired Synthesis of 
Nanostructured Metal Hydroxide and Phosphate Films Using No Organic Reagents.  J. Mater. Chem.  
16:401-407. 
 
Murr MM, Morse DE. Fractal Intermediates in the Self-Assembly of Silicatein Filaments (2005) Proc. 
Natl. Acad. Sci.  102:11657-11662. 
 
Curnow P, Bessette PH, Kisailus D, Murr MM, Daugherty PS, Morse DE. (2005) Enzymatic Synthesis 
of Layered Titanium Phosphates at Low Temperature and Neutral pH by Cell-Surface Display of 
Silicatein-α.  J. Am. Chem. Soc.  127(45): 15749-55. 



 
Masters Thesis Expanding Serpentercalators: Synthesis and Studies of an Octakis-Intercalator. The 
University of Texas at Austin, 1999. 
 
Guelev VM, Cubberley MS, Murr MM, Lokey RS, Iverson BL. (2001) Design, synthesis, and 
characterization of polyintercalating ligands. Methods Enzymol.  340:556-70  
 
Murr MM, Harting MT, Guelev V, Ren J, Chaires JB, Iverson BL. (2001) An octakis-intercalating 
molecule. Bioorg Med Chem. May;9(5):1141-8  
 
  
PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Workshop Proposal Writing Workshop (presented at Hong Kong University of Science and 
Technology, and attended by 18 participants, June 6 – June 8, 2016) 
 
Building an NIH Research Portfolio Without a Local Medical School – Nelson JE, Murr MM, Webster 
J.  (Presented at the 2015 National Organization of Research Development Professionals Annual 
Research Development Conference, April 29 – May 1, Bethesda, Maryland)  
 
Preparing for Site Visits – The Agony and The Agony. Murr MM, Soucy-Lubel S, Rowan B, Phelps R. 
(Presented at the 2013 National Organization of Research Development Professionals Annual Research 
Development Conference, May 13 -15, 2013, Austin, Texas)  
 
Encouraging New Faculty Members. Page K, Carter S, Murr MM, Mingo K. (Presented at the 2012 
National Council of University Research Administrators Pre-Award Research Administration 
Conference, July 18-20, 2012, Vancouver, British Columbia)  
 
What We Did Last Summer: Structure and Function of a Grant Writing Boot Camp. Porter, R, Murr 
MM. (Presented at the 2012 National Organization of Research Development Professionals Annual 
Research Development Conference, May 21 -13, 2012, Alexandria, Virginia)  

 
Designing Undergraduate Courses that Explore the Interplay of Science, Technology, and Societal 
Impacts. Murr MM, Goodchild FM, McCray PM, and Hu EL. (Presented at the International Conference 
on Materials for Advanced Technologies, June 28 – July 3, 2009, Singapore)  
 
Invited Talk Education and Outreach by University Centers. (Presented at the Workshop on Building a 
Network for Neutron Scattering Education hosted by the NSF, Oak Ridge Associated Universities, and 
UT-Battelle, March 27-28, 2008, Chantilly, Virginia)  
 
INSCITES - Insights on Science and Technology for Society. (Presented at the Second Annual NCLT 
Faculty Workshop, August 6-9, 2006, California Polytechnic State University) 
 
Fractal Self-Assembly of Silicatein Proteins, Murr MM, Thakur GS, Mezic I, and Morse DE. (Presented 
at the Pacifichem Conference, Honolulu, HI, December 15-20, 2005)  
 
Self-Assembly of Proteins that Direct Biological Silicification, Murr MM, Tsuruta H, and Morse DE. 
(Presented at Materials Research Society Meeting, San Francisco, CA, March 28 – April 2, 2005)  
 
 


