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Recommended Actions:  

That the Board of Supervisors: 

 

a) Accept the request to terminate the concession agreement for Richhardy Corporation to operate 

the Beachside Bar and Café at Goleta Beach County Park. 

 

b) Determine that the Project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 

pursuant to Sections 15061(b)(3) of the State Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA, finding 

that the activity is covered by the common sense exemption that CEQA applies only to projects 

which have the potential for causing a significant effect on the environment. Where it can be seen 

with certainty that there is no possibility that the activity in question may have a significant effect 

on the environment, the activity is not subject to CEQA. 

 

Summary Text:  

This item is on the agenda for the Board of Supervisors to consider acceptance of the request from Mr. 

Larry Stone and Mr. Dave Hardy of Richhardy Corporation to terminate the concession agreement to 

operate the Beachside Bar and Café at Goleta Beach County Park on January 31, 2021.  The request to 

terminate the agreement is based on the difficulty the Concessioner has faced in operating the business 

during the Covid-19 Pandemic while trying to meet the conditions of the protocols for safe operation of a 

restaurant. 
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Background:  

On January 21, 2021, the Community Services Department received a letter from Richhardy Corporation, 

owners and operators of the Beachside Bar and Café at Goleta Beach County Park, requesting to terminate 

the almost 36-year old agreement to operate the restaurant (Attachment A).  The stated reason for the 

termination request was, “The County’s COVID-19 restrictions have greatly limited the Beachside Bar 

and Café’s ability to operate over the past eleven months. As we informed you in a letter on August 26, 

2020, due to the County Public Health Officer Orders, our business has declined to a point that we have 

been operating at a loss.  We do not expect to operate anywhere near full capacity anytime in the 

foreseeable future.”   

 

The lease term between Richhardy Corporation and the County was to expire on March 31, 2022.  

Acceptance of this request will terminate the agreement approximately 13 months early. 

 

Community Services - Parks Staff will be releasing a Request for Proposals to find a new operator for the 

restaurant building that will be vacated by the Beachside Bar and Café.  This process is underway with 

the pending end of the existing lease term in March 2022, and will be accelerated.  Staff has received 

broad interest from several restaurant operators to operate the facility in the future.   

Fiscal and Facilities Impacts:  

Once the agreement is terminated, Community Services will not be receiving concession payments from 

the Beachside Bar and Café; however, under pandemic protocols the payments have been substantially 

lower than normal.  The termination will allow a new lease with another operator under up-to-date 

agreement terms that are expected to exceed anticipated payments from ongoing Beachside operation.  

Over the past three full fiscal years, FY 17-18, 18-19 and 19-20 Parks annual rent from Beachside 

averaged $249,660 per annum.  Revenues this FY were down 42% July through December. 

Attachments:  

Attachment A: Letter from Richhardy Corporation requesting termination of Beachside agreement. 
 

After Board action, please distribute as follows to Jeff Lindgren, Community Services Department: 

1. Minute Order 


