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 Method used by the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) to measure 
disproportionality. 

 A way to compare the experiences of different groups within the justice system. To calculate the 
index value, a rate is calculated for each racial/ethnic group at a particular point in the system.  The 
rates for each group are then compared to the rate for individuals who identify as White.  The 
comparison of the two rates provides the RRI value.

 Whenever groups are treated equally-both will have an RRI equal to 1.  This is true even when one 
group is larger than the other. Values greater than 1 indicate greater representation than Whites, 
and values less than 1 indicate representation less than Whites. 

 The population used as the denominator reflects the number of individuals who are actually at risk 
of experiencing an event.

 Offense severity, socioeconomic status, prior offense history are not considered in the analysis. 
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Data from the Department of Finance was used for Santa Barbara County’s youth population (age 10-17). (http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/).  The California Department of Finance (DOF) produces population 
projections for the state and counties of California on a regular basis. The Demographic Research Unit is responsible by statue for maintaining up-to-date postcensal population estimates and projections, which are both calculated using the 
identity known as the demographic balancing equation. 
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Data from the Department of Finance was used for Santa Barbara County’s adult population (age 18+). (http://www.dof.ca.gov/Forecasting/Demographics/Projections/).  The California Department of Finance (DOF) produces population 
projections for the state and counties of California on a regular basis. The Demographic Research Unit is responsible by statue for maintaining up-to-date postcensal population estimates and projections, which are both calculated using the 
identity known as the demographic balancing equation. 
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