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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 21ORD-00000-00004 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA 
BARBARA AMENDING CHAPTER 10 OF THE COUNTY CODE AS THE BUILDING 
CODE OF THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA TO ADOPT CALIFORNIA PRIMARY 
BUILDING CODE APPENDIX O. 

 
 Whereas, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara declared a Shelter 
Crisis on September 11, 2018 and those conditions and findings are still relevant and in 
effect now; and  

Whereas, since that time, the number of people occupying homeless encampments has 
increased, resulting in health and safety concerns for those occupants and the overall 
community; and  

Whereas, extraordinary immediate actions and coordination are required to address 
this dire situation; and  

Whereas, pursuant to California Government Code section 8698.4, the County may 
suspend provisions of any housing, health, habitability, planning and zoning, or safety 
standards, procedures or laws, provided the County has adopted local standards and 
procedures for emergency housing shelters consistent with ensuring public health and 
safety; and 

Whereas, on November 19, 2019, the Board adopted the California Building Standards 
Code with local amendments and included in the adoption the matrix tables that 
precede each chapter, appendix or annex within each part of the model codes, but did 
not previously adopt Appendix O; and  

Whereas, The California State Building Standards Code set forth standards for 
emergency housing and emergency housing facilities to ensure the protection of public 
health and safety when there has been a declaration of a shelter crisis pursuant to 
Government Code section 8698 (California Building Code, Appendix O –Emergency 
Housing); and  
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Whereas, the Board has determined that strict compliance with state and local 
standards or laws in existence at the time of adoption would prevent, hinder or delay the 
mitigation of the effects of the shelter crisis; and  

Whereas, the Board finds that adopting the Emergency Housing Standards is 
necessary and appropriate to address the threat to public health, safety, and welfare of 
the general public and homeless individuals living in the unincorporated area of the 
County without shelter; and 

THEREFORE, the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Barbara County ordains 
as follows: 

The following Building Code of the County of Santa Barbara is adopted under 
authority of Section 7 of Article XI of the State of California. 

 

SECTION 1:  

Article II. - Part 1. Primary Building Code  

Section 10.2.1.2 of Article II. Part 1, Primary Building Code of the County of Santa 
Barbara is amended by adding subsection K to read as follows: 

K. The Appendix Chapter O, Emergency Housing of the 2019 California Building Code, 
including the supplement to Appendix O effective July 1, 2021, is adopted in its entirety.  
 
SECTION 2:  

Except as amended by this Ordinance, Santa Barbara County Code Chapter 10, shall remain 
unchanged and shall continue in full force and effect. 

SECTION 3:   
 
This ordinance shall take effect and be in force thirty (30) days from the date of its 
passage. Before the expiration of fifteen (15) days after its passage, the ordinance, or a summary 
of it, shall be published once, with the names of the members of the Board of Supervisors voting 
for and against the same in the Santa Barbara News Press, a newspaper of general circulation 
published in the County of Santa Barbara in compliance with Government Code Section 25124. 
Upon the adoption of an ordinance, the city, county, or city and county shall file a copy of the 
adopted ordinance, and any associated findings, with the Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 
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PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa 
Barbara, State of California, this ______ day of _________, 2021 by the following vote: 

 
AYES: 
 
NOES: 
 
ABSENT: 
 
ABSTAIN: 
 
 
____________________________ 
Bob Nelson Chair, Board of Supervisors 
County of Santa Barbara 
State of California 
 
 
ATTEST      APPROVED AS TO FORM 
 

MONA MIYASATO     MICHAEL C. GHIZZONI 
County Executive Officer    County Counsel 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors    
 
 
By: ___________________________  By: _____________________________ 
Deputy Clerk      Deputy County Counsel 

 
  
EXHIBIT: Appendix O and Supplement 
         
G:\GROUP\BUILDING\Building Official\Ordinance Amendments\2021 emergency housing\new version 5-20-2021\Emergency Housing Appendix O ordinance no local 
amendments.docx 
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2019 CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE 687

CALIFORNIA BUILDING CODE – MATRIX ADOPTION TABLE
APPENDIX O – EMERGENCY HOUSING

(Matrix Adoption Tables are nonregulatory, intended only as an aid to the code user. 
See Chapter 1 for state agency authority and building applications.)

APPENDIX O

EMERGENCY HOUSING
The provisions contained in this appendix are not mandatory unless specifically referenced in the adopting ordinance.

SECTION O101
GENERAL

O101.1 Scope. This appendix shall be applicable to emer-
gency housing and emergency housing facilities, as defined in
Section O102. 

SECTION O102
DEFINITIONS

O102.1 General. The following words and terms shall, for the
purposes of this appendix, have the meanings shown herein.
Refer to Chapter 2 of this code for general definitions.
DECLARATION OF SHELTER CRISIS. The duly pro-
claimed existence of a situation in which a significant number
of persons are without the ability to obtain shelter, resulting
in a threat to their health and safety. (See Government Code
Section 8698.) 
DEPENDENT UNIT. Emergency housing not equipped with
a kitchen area, toilet, and sewage disposal system. Recre-
ational vehicles that are not self-contained and without utility
service connections shall be considered dependent units.
EMERGENCY HOUSING. Housing in a permanent or tem-
porary structure(s), occupied during a declaration of state of
emergency, local emergency, or shelter crisis. Emergency
housing may include, but is not limited to, buildings and
structures constructed in accordance with the California
Building Standards Code; and emergency sleeping cabins,
emergency transportable housing units, and tents constructed
in accordance with this appendix.
EMERGENCY HOUSING FACILITIES. On-site common
use facilities supporting emergency housing. Emergency hous-
ing facilities include, but are not limited to, kitchen areas, toi-
lets, showers and bathrooms with running water. The use of

emergency housing facilities is limited exclusively to the occu-
pants of the emergency housing, personnel involved in operat-
ing the housing, and other emergency personnel.
EMERGENCY HOUSING SITE. A site containing emer-
gency housing and emergency housing facilities supporting
the emergency housing. 
EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABIN. Relocatable hard-sided
structure constructed in accordance with this appendix,
which may be occupied only for emergency housing if
allowed by the enforcing agency. 
EMERGENCY TRANSPORTABLE HOUSING UNIT. A
single- or multiple-section prefabricated structure that is
transportable by a vehicle and that can be installed on a per-
manent or temporary site in response to a need for emer-
gency housing. Emergency transportable housing units
include, but are not limited to, manufactured homes, mobile-
homes, multifamily manufactured homes, recreational vehi-
cles, and park trailers. For the purposes of this appendix,
emergency transportable housing units may also include
commercial modulars as defined in the Health and Safety
Code Section 18001.8, if approved by the enforcing agency.

Emergency transportable housing units do not include fac-
tory-built housing as defined in the Health and Safety Code
Section 19971.
LANDING PLATFORM. A landing provided as the top step
of a stairway accessing a loft.
LOCAL EMERGENCY. Local Emergency as defined in the
Government Code, Section 8558.
LOFT. A floor level located more than 30 inches (762 mm)
above the main floor and open to it on at least one side with a
ceiling height of less than 6 feet 8 inches (2032 mm), used as
a living or sleeping space.

Adopting agency BSC BSC-
CG SFM

HCD DSA OSHPD
BSCC DPH AGR DWR CEC CA SL SLC

1 2 1/AC AC SS SS/CC 1 1R 2 3 4 5
Adopt entire chapter X X
Adopt entire chapter 
as amended 
(amended sections 
listed below)
Adopt only those 
sections that are 
listed below
Chapter / Section
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MANUFACTURED HOME. A structure designed to be used
as a single-family dwelling, as defined in the Health and
Safety Code, Section 18007.
MEMBRANE STRUCTURE. An air-inflated, air-supported,
cable or frame-covered structure, not otherwise defined as a
tent. (See Chapter 31 of this code.)
MOBILEHOME. A structure designed to be used as a sin-
gle-family dwelling, as defined in the Health and Safety
Code, Section 18008.
MULTIFAMILY MANUFACTURED HOME. A structure
designed to contain not less than two dwelling units, as
defined in the Health and Safety Code, Section 18008.7.
PARK TRAILER. A trailer designed for human habitation
that meets all requirements in the Health and Safety Code,
Section 18009.3.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE. A motor home, travel trailer,
truck camper, or camping trailer, with or without motive
power, designed for human habitation, that meets all require-
ments in the Health and Safety Code, Section 18010.
STATE OF EMERGENCY. State of Emergency as defined
in the Government Code, Section 8558.
TENT. A structure, enclosure or shelter, with or without
sidewalls or drops, constructed of fabric or pliable material
supported by any manner except by air or the contents that it
protects.

SECTION O103
EMERGENCY HOUSING

O103.1 General. Emergency sleeping cabins, emergency
transportable housing units, membrane structures and tents
constructed and/or assembled in accordance with this appen-
dix, shall be occupied only during declaration of state of
emergency, local emergency, or shelter crisis.

Buildings and structures constructed in accordance with
the California Building Standards Code, used as emergency
housing, shall be permitted to be permanently occupied.
O103.2 Existing buildings. Existing residential and nonresi-
dential buildings or structures shall be permitted to be used
as emergency housing and emergency housing facilities pro-
vided such buildings or structures comply with the building
code provisions and/or other regulations in effect at the time
of original construction and/or alteration. Existing buildings
or structures used as emergency housing shall not become or
continue to be substandard buildings, as determined by the
enforcing agency.

O103.2.1 New additions, alterations, and change of
occupancy. New additions, alterations, and change of
occupancy to existing buildings shall comply with the
requirements of the California Building Standards Code
effective at the time of addition, alteration, or change of
occupancy. The requirements shall apply only to and/or
within the specific area of the addition, alteration, or
change of occupancy.

Exception: Existing buildings and structures used for
emergency housing and emergency housing facilities
may not be required to comply with the California
Energy Code, as determined by the enforcing agency. 

O103.3 Occupant load. Except as otherwise stated in this
appendix, the maximum occupant load allowed in buildings
and structures used as emergency housing shall be determined
by the enforcing agency, but the interior floor area shall not be
less than 70 square feet (6.5 m2) for one occupant. Where more
than one person occupies the building/structure, the required
floor area shall be increased at the rate of 50 square feet
(4.65 m2) for each occupant in excess of one.

Exceptions: 
1. Tents.
2. Recreational vehicles and park trailers designed for

human habitation that meet the requirements in the
Health and Safety Code, Sections 18009.3 and
18010, as applicable.

3. For emergency housing, including emergency sleep-
ing cabins, the minimum interior floor area may be
reduced to 53 square feet (4.9 m2) if the enforcing
agency determines that 53 square feet (4.9 m2) is ade-
quate space for a single-occupancy sleeping unit.

O103.4 Fire and life safety requirements not addressed in
this appendix. If not otherwise addressed in this appendix,
fire and life safety measures, including, but not limited to,
means of egress, fire separation, fire sprinklers, smoke
alarms, and carbon monoxide alarms, shall be determined
and enforced by the enforcing agency.
O103.5 Privacy. Emergency housing shall be provided with a
privacy lock on each entrance door and all windows for use
by the occupants.
O103.6 Heating. All sleeping areas shall be provided with
adequate heating as determined by the enforcing agency.

SECTION O104
EMERGENCY SLEEPING CABINS

O104.1 General. Emergency sleeping cabins shall have an
interior floor area of not less than 70 square feet (6.5 m2) for
one occupant. Where more than one person occupies the
cabin, the required floor area shall be increased at the rate of
50 square feet (4.65 m2) for each occupant in excess of one.
The interior floor area shall not exceed 400 square feet
(37 m2), excluding lofts.
O104.2 Live loads. Emergency sleeping cabins shall be
designed to resist intrusion of wind, rain, and to support the
following live loads: 

1. Floor live loads not less than 40 pounds per square foot
(1.92 kPa) of floor area.

2. Horizontal live loads not less than 15 pounds per
square foot (718 Pa) of vertical wall and roof area.

3. Roof live loads not less than 20 pounds per square foot
(958 Pa) of horizontal roof area.

4. In areas where snow loads are greater than 20 pounds
per square foot (958 Pa), the roof shall be designed
and constructed to resist these additional loads.

O104.3 Minimum ceiling height. Habitable space and hall-
ways in emergency sleeping cabins shall have a ceiling
height of not less than 80 inches (2032 mm). Bathrooms, toi-
let rooms, and kitchens, if provided, shall have a ceiling
height of not less than 76 inches (1930 mm). Obstructions
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